Bethlehem Builder

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Living God's Word

1375 Grand Avenue

Baldwin, NY 11510

516-223-3400

bethluth@hotmail.com

www.Blcbaldwin.com

October 2026

Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior the teaching Jesus Christ. Here we are in October and we are now
experiencing cooler weather, we see the changing colors of leaves, we are preparing ourselves for Fall. In the Gospel lesson from this
past week Jesus is also preparing each of us to do God'’s will as his authority is questioned and then he teaches us in the parable of the
Two Sons. St Matthew writes “When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one
question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven,
or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” So, they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things. “What do you think? A man had two sons; he
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. The
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

Jesus in this text focused on the work of John the Baptist as the chief priests and the leaders were questioning his authority. Jesus spoke
about the righteousness of John the Baptist as he was carrying out the work of God. In The lllustrated Dictionary of the Bible
“Righteousness” as holy and upright living, in accordance with God’s standard. Righteousness is a moral concept. God’s character is the
definition and source of all righteousness; therefore, human righteousness is defined in God'’s terms. Righteousness is used to define
human relationships with God and other people, righteous action that promotes peace and well-being of human beings in their relationship
to one another is God’'s command.

After hearing, reading, and defining the word righteousness as a people in this world we are not righteous folks. We have moved far away
from what God has called and asked us to be as part of God’s creation. We would rather tear each other down then lift people up. We
would rather cause conflict and fight one another instead of promoting peace and love. In this text the chief priest and elders instead of
living and enacting the righteousness of God instead questioned the authority of God’s Son Jesus because they thought that they were the
righteous ones, they thought they had it all figured out, they thought that their way to heaven was already paved and they had that access.
However, what would happen if Jesus didn't act on our behalf. Also, according to the lllustrated Dictionary of the Bible, Since the Fall in the
Garden humans are inherently unrighteous. Humans cannot be righteous in the sight of God on their own merits. Therefore, humans must
have God'’s righteousness imputed or transferred to them.

The cross of Jesus is a public demonstration of God’s righteousness. God accounts or transfers the righteousness of Christ to those who
trust in Christ. We do not become righteous because of our inherent goodness; God sees us as righteous because of our identification by
faith with Jesus.

Knowing all of this what are you going to do with the gift that has been freely given by Jesus? Are you going to continue living and doing
things the way you see fit that harms and hurts creation or will you act and honor God through Jesus who has given you the gift of
righteousness? God is calling you to upright living. God is calling us to be a people of righteousness.

Yours in Christ,
Reverend James D. Smith
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2026 Monthly Mission Envelope
Distribution

Please indicate ($ ) your Weekly Church Offering Envelope to which mission you wish to donate — either
write “mission” or the name of the mission. Return your envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church.
You can also donate online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.

October-Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets-Jesus commands us to feed the hungry. Much of the year we
accomplish this through various charities but at Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food directly to families we
know need support.

November-Lutheran Counseling Center-LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, hope, and wholeness by
promoting faith-based individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing programs for various
needs and expertise in counseling disaster victims.

December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is the regional expression of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and educational services to the
over 200 congregations across Long Island, New York City, and in seven upstate counties. The Rev. Dr. Katrina
Foster is the Bishop.

Events Calendar

October

11 Service of Peace

18 Special Congregation Meeting
31 WELCA Meeting

Donation of Office Supplies Needed: 8 %~
x11” 20 Ib. white copier paper, electronic stapler Thank you in advance for your help!

Council Members 2025-2026
Council Executive Board

President Allison Nuiez
Vice President Linda Pietrzak
Treasurer Dan D’Antonio
Financial Sec. Sita Ramsundar
Minister Rev. James Smith

Council Members
Judith Borga, Barbara Dempster, Patty Derkatch, Kelli Dunbar, John Maraz, Carolyn Olson




VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

Worship Assistants Needed

Lectors Corner
By Dan D’Antonio

Volunteers are needed weekly for Lectors for
every Sunday service. Please consider helping
us by volunteering. Contact Dan D’Antonio or
Allison Nunez if you’re interested in helping.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers and
Chairperson to assist in monitoring the
maintenance of the church building and the
grounds.

Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is
needed to educate members on being good
stewards for the church.

Sunday School Teacher is needed to run our
Sunday School program.

Finance Committee Chair is needed to lead
the team responsible for BLC’s finances.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
By Allison Nunez

Stewardship is always a hard topic to discuss. It
shouldn’t be, but it is. Bethlehem needs more
participation and more money. Will you join
our church council? Can you give a few dollars
more each week in your envelope? Can you
come to the next church event or coffee hour
to share in fellowship? Stewardship is how we
maintain our church and hopetully grow. Will
you help us do these things?

We start October with a reading from Isaiah
known as the “Song of the Vineyard”. God
uses the metaphor of a neglected vineyard to
explain His disappointment and the
impending judgment upon Isreal & Judah
(keep this in mind when you hear Matthew’s
gospel later in the service). In Philippians
Paul states that knowing Christ is far more
valuable than any human achievement. The
following week we hear Isaiah celebrating
God’s ultimate victory over oppression,
sorrow and death. Paul follows up on this
when teaching the Philippians how to find
lasting peace, unity and joy in Christ despite
hard times. On October 18" we hear Isaiah
teaching us that God sometimes uses non-
believers to do His work, as Cyrus the Great
is called to free exiled Israelites. Paul praises
the believers in Thessalonica for their strong
taith, love and hope despite facing hard
persecution.

As always, October ends with Reformation
Sunday. Jeremiah speaks of God’s promise
for a new unbreakable covenant with His
people. Paul follows up here by stating that
we are all sinners before God, but as justified
not by following the law but by God’s fee
grace given though Jesus Christ. Thanks to
everyone who read during September:
Elaine Kriz, Carolyn Olson and Barbara
Dempster.




CONTINUOUS FOOD DRIVE
FOR LSS

The New Life Center has lost its
government funding and 1s facing a
financial shortfall. Please continue to
drop oftf your food donations at the back
of the sanctuary. To send financial
support please mail checks payable to:
Lutheran Family & Community Services.
New LIFE Center, 145 Franklin Ave.,
Franklin Square, NY 11010

Special Congregational Meeting-
RESCHEDULED

Adopt-a-Bill

Our Adopt-a-Bill campaign will continue n
2026! Our bills are exceeding our financial
ability to sustain Bethlehem. Please take an
envelope and put your contribution nside,
with your name, so that you can help keep
Bethlehem open! You can designate extra
contributions too by indicating your preference
when you send money online or in a check to
the church. Some important areas in need are
(vearly expenses):

General Insurance $60,800
O1l $16,000
Uthtes (E/G/W) $9,000
Telephone $3,500

Please feel free to pay all the bill noted on the
envelope, or only a part of 1t.

We are a generous congregation with so many
organizations and needs. Thank you for
considering Bethlehem’s needs too!

We will once again hold another Special
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October
18, 2026 (rescheduled from September 27
because of the storm) during our Coffee Hour,
in Seidel Hall, immediately following our
service. It is imperative that everyone attend,
preferable in person, but Zoom is an option.
Here is the Zoom link for those who cannot
attend in person:

Topic: Special Congregational Meeting
Time: Sep 27, 2026 11:30 AM Eastern Time
(US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/876632197087p
wd=a5rDoHPI5BaEOQ7cB3RUIJW8KRhvLhz.1

Meeting ID: 876 6321 9708

Passcode: council

One tap mobile
+13052241968,,876632197084,,,,*1143528#
us
+13126266799,,87663219708#,,,,*1143528#
US (Chicago)
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Monthly Service of Peace
By Dan D’Antonio

The ELCA teaches engaging in political
activity is part of our baptismal calling to
“care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace”. In
today’s America we have witnessed
Christian Nationalism pervert the words
of Christ. Many of these false
interpretations of the gospel come from
elected officials. Specifically, they repeat
and repeat that Christianity is the only
“true” religion.

There are voices today that reject that
thinking and a few of them are running
for political office.

James Talarico is quoted in The New
York Times as stating, “I often wonder,
what would Jesus do if he visited the U.S.
Senate? I think he would tell the senators
on the floor, ‘Depart from me,””, quoting
Jesus Christ when he describes in the
Sermon on the Mount how he will cast
out false prophets from his heavenly
kingdom.

He went on to say “For I was hungry and
you cut my food assistance. I was sick
and you kicked me off Medicaid. I was a
stranger and you deported me and my
family. And then I think he would flip
over those fancy desks on the floor of the
U.S. Senate and demand that we take care
of all of our neighbors, especially the least
of these.”

As we all know Talarico is running for
the Senate from Texas. He is not alone,
Adam Halilton, a Methodist pastor, is

running for the Senate in Kamas. Sarah
Trone Garriott, a Lutheran minister, is
running for a House seat in Iowa.

What they all have in common, along
with four other clergy members running
for national office, is they speak of
Christianity as a religion of love and not
hate, as opposed to many Christian
Nationalist now in power. We all can’t
run for office, and many of us are more
comfortable with the idea that, whenever
possible, religious leaders need to keep
clear of political office. However, in a
democracy we all have a voice and our
voice has the right to be heard as do all
others, and our voice should be of love.

Please join us October 11" at 5 pm for
our Worship Service for Peace and
invite your neighbors and friends!
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Artistry Performing Arts

Fundraising

Artistry Performing Arts is a dance school for
children of all ages! They meet a few times
each week at Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
and they have a summer program too. This
school prepares their students for their
annual recital in June, as well as for other
performances. If you know any children
interested in joining, please call Bonita
Johnson at (516) 281-4401 or by email at
ladybeel015@yahoo.com. Registration is
NOW!

We have been able to raise a little cash
through fundraising. Our financial situation is
very concerning, so we will take any help we
can get! If you want to spearhead a
fundraiser for Bethlehem, please do! Just
notify Allison Nunez so that we don’t
duplicate anything. Contact her at
anonunez@gmail.com or (516) 784-0028.

Women of the ELCA

The Parsonage

Our parsonage needs a lot of repairs. We are
looking to get several estimates for these
repairs. We think we need a new boiler and
lots of new piping within the house. The roof
might need repairing too. Please send any
ideas or professionals who can help with
these issues to Allison Nufiez
(allisonnunez@gmail.com) or Dan D’Antonio
(ddantonio425@gmail.com). It is urgent we
have this situation assessed so we can plan
how to proceed.

We will also need donations to pay for any
repairs. When you can give to this cause,
please designate those funds on your
envelopes, or with a note and your donation.
No donation is too small! Every penny counts!
Now is the time to dig deeply into our
pockets. Thanks in advance for your support
and participation!

Women of Community WELCA will meet on
October 31 via Zoom this month. WELCA
meets for “fellowship”, planning of
stewardship events and Bible study. Our
study this year is Brave women of the Bible
and their stories of grief, mercy, folly, joy and
redemption. Please contact me, Elaine Kriz
516-868-0944 or Leanna 516-984-1371 if you
are interested or want more information. We
are a very easy-going group.

Bethlehem’s Clean-Up Day!!

Bup

Our last Clean Up Day was a great success!!
So, we have decided to do it again on Sunday,
October 4, 2026, immediately following our
service. Please wear your cleaning clothes to
church and bring your gloves! We have a lot
to do, so please join us! Many hands make
light work!
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Donations to BLC

Tai Chi, Qigong, & Yoga & Pilates
Tai Chi & Qigong
Mondays-11 am-12 pm (in person)
Wednesdays-11 am-12 pm (hybrid)
Thursdays-Gentle Tai Chi & Qigong
(online)

11 am-12 pm
Saturdays-9-10 am (in person)
Yoga & Pilates
Saturdays-10:30 am

Thank you to all who continue to make
donations and remember their church home.
Online donations can be made through our
website-http://www.blcbaldwin.com ; click on
the blue Donate button and you will be
directed through PayPal. You can also go
through Vanco by downloading their app from
the App Store or Google Play onto your mobile
device. Click here to get the link or go
to:https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving
/church-app. You can also mail your check
payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375
Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510

BIRTHDAYS
AND ANNIVERSARIES

4
.

OCTOBER

BIRTHDAYS

Joseph Corrado 10/1
Celeste Pietrzak 10/11

Mark Julian Baker 10/16

Priya Seemungal 10/17/09**
Elaine Kriz 10/19

Ellen Ayling 10/21
Karen Adamo 10/22

Mia Seemungal 10/29/08**
ANNIVERSARIES

Veronica & Derrick Talbott 10/31

Electronic Giving at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church

Serving our church with donations that supports
the financial needs and payment of the
necessary costs is a responsibility of every
member. The way we can make our donations
was made easier years ago when Bethlehem
adopted the VANCO service, then known as
‘Simply Giving’. Bethlehem provides its members
and friends with the ability to make donations
directly from their checking account on a regular
monthly basis. The VANCO system is monitored
by the Financial Secretary, and each donation is
recorded on the financial giving statement of
each member as appropriate. This manner of
giving makes sense, is easy, and provides
Bethlehem with a steady income. Send an email
or call the church office letting us know that you
are interested in this manner of giving. The
process is simple and other members of
Bethlehem have been doing this for years.
Consider the possibility of adding this form of

giving that supports our Bethlehem missions.
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STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

In addition to our website and Facebook Page
we are also on Instagram! For Instagram
photos go to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an
Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran
Church” with our address but it contains
photos of various groups who “checked-In”
from our Facebook page. Please “Like” and
follow us on Facebook and Instagram and
visit our website -www.blcbaldwin.com for
updates.

Please consider a flower or Eternal Light
Candle donation.

ALTAR FLOWERS -Donation-$5.00 for silk
flowers or $25 for live flowers) To Be Placed on
Altar (Date)
In Memory of:
In Honor of:
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE-Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)
In Memory of:
In Honor of:
From
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Services are in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through

Pastor Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more
information visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com
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