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Copyright: #838 – Beautiful Savior: Text – Gesangbuch, Münster, Music – Silesian folk tune; 
#595 – Jesus Loves Me!: Text – Anna B Warner, Music – William B Bradbury; #826 – Thine 
the Amen: Text – Herbert F Brokering, Music – Carl F Schalk.                                       
ONE LICENSE LICENSING PERMISSION #A739354 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of 
life. Amen. 
 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. (pause for silence and 
self reflection). 
 
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day: Beloved God, from you all things that are good. Lead us by the 
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful 
guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: #838 – Beautiful Savior 
 
WORD  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to do 
for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it 
yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its 
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hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled 
down. I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown 
with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For 
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a 
cry! 
 
Psalm 80:7-15 (congregation please respond in the bold text) 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 
 
You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land. 
 
The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; 
 
it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River. 
 
Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way 
pluck its fruit? 
 
The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. 
 
Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this 
vine, 
 
the stock that your right hand planted. 
 
Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of 
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one  
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to 
know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 



 
*Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia. Jesus says, I chose you and appointed you to ogo 
and bear fruit that will last. Alleluia. (John 15:16) 
 
Response after announcement: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 
"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 
treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, "They will respect 
my son.'But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, "This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.'So they seized him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time." 
Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: "The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes'? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." When the chief priests 
and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 
They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 
 
Response after the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON: Pastor James D. Smith 
 
Hymn of the Day: #595 – Jesus Loves Me! 
 
*Apostles Creed, p. 105 
     
*Prayers of Intercession 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the 
world. 
 
God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought to renew and 
transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow their example in our own day.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those who dwell within it. We 
give thanks for those who have helped us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s conflict zones, and shelter 
those who live within them. We pray especially for the safety of displaced people and 
refugees. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant healing and relief to all 
who are sick or suffering. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



 
God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your holy word. We give thanks 
for teachers of the faith. Fill their hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with 
your truth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We especially pray today for: Our military and their families, Peace Corps workers, our 
First Responders (Fire, Police, EMS), Healthcare Workers, Transit Workers, teachers, 
Sophia, Symons Family, McPherson Family, Derkatch family, Peragine family, Michelle, 
Frank, the Holke family, Pat Tucker, the Offley family, Shirley Byer and family, the 
McSwain family, the Broadhead Family, the Zamparelli family, the Nicholas family, the 
Simpson family, the Roulston family, Charles Hale, Roberta Neidballa, Kim McManus, 
the Lebby family, the Robinson family, Yanni and Sydell Saddler and family, Orvia 
Williams, Winston Flowers, Olga Young, Joyce Scott, The Cotton and Victor family, the 
Norcia family, the Kogan family, Rosalie Connor, the Petito family, Stephanie Scott, 
Linda Odom, the Washington and Flowers family, Mack Smith, John and Jean Anne 
Miller and family, Michael Branker, Broderick family, the Ayling family, Mack Baker, 
Matthew and Diana Pietrzak, Shaan Shivdasani, the Wynn family, the Dunbar, 
Humphrey & Jackson families, the Stepteau family, Ishmael and Yvonne Barthley, 
Phyllis Taylor, the Staton family, the Applewhite family, Bev Mitchell and family, Ortman 
family, Juanita Cunningham, Melhado family, Charlene Coyne, Lawrence Jordan, 
Leonard and Alma Cunningham, Cheryl Myles & family, Althea Robinson & family, 
Vonda Campbell & family, Carmen Alvarez Holmes & family, Cumberland family, Val 
Thomas & family, Eliano and Evans family, Bill Stoll, Ted & Laura Fackelman, 
Antoinette Allen, the Conforti family, John Kelly, George & Fran Doerrbecker, Ysabel 
Frias, the family of Mortimer Wortman, Janet Gabler, Colleen, Antoinette Sherrington & 
family, the Balraj family, and the Shields family. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give thanks for all the saints 
who have been restored to perfect unity with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in 
our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering 
 
Offering hymn:  Lamb of God, p.146 
 
*Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you 
open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your 
Son, Jesus in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
*Eucharistic Prayer                                
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into a path of love and 
light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your 
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news 
to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in 
bondage to prejudice and sin. 
 
 



* Thanksgiving 
 
* Holy Communion   For remote listeners-please bring your own elements. 
(In this time we gather around the eternal table wherever that may be in this time we are 
apart. We bring our own gifts so they can be lifted up and bring honor and glory to God. 
We lift up our prayers so that the Spirit is sent to us and the meal that we share, so that 
it and all of God’s acts and promises may come to fulfillment for us and the world. The 
prayer is that the life giving Spirit will make the meal effective in us. We join our prayers 
with those servants of every time and every place and unite them with the ceaseless 
petitions of our great High Priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.) 
     
SENDING       
*Blessing 
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, + 
bless you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: #826 – Thine the Amen 
 
*Dismissal:  Go in peace, you are God’s beloved. Thanks be to God. 
 

Please remain at your seat as Pastor distributes communion. 
 

*Offering- Please remember your church home during this time. Your donations are 
important in helping the church to fulfill its missions as well as pay bills. Please return 
your donation at the back of the sanctuary as you leave or go on our website and use 
the blue Donate button at the top of the page. 
 
The Eternal Light is lit today in memory of loved ones. 
The Flowers on the altar are in the memory of loved ones. 
 
If you know of anyone who is ill, in the hospital, or in need of a home visit, please 
contact Pastor Smith or a Council member. Pastor can be reached by text or phone: 
718-619-1333. 
  



 
Calendar-Announcements 

- We had a very successful Clean-up Sunday, so we want to do it again!  Our 
next Clean-up Sunday will be held immediately after church on TODAY. Please 
join us!  Many hands make light work! 

 
- We have a monthly Worship Service for Peace every second Sunday of the 

month. Our next Service for Peace will be held October 11, 2026 at 5 pm.  This 
is open to the entire community!  Please invite your friends and family to join us! 

 
- We will have a Congregational Meeting Coffee Hour has been resecheduled to 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 immediately after our service. EVERYONE needs to 
attend! 

 
- If you are interested in being a Lector, please see Dan D‘Antonio to sign up. 

 
- There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church for Greeters!  Isn’t it nice to 

have a greeter at the door each week to welcome visitors and members?  
We only ask that you arrive 15 minutes early (10:15). 

 
- We are collecting food for the pantry in the back of the church. Your donations 

greatly help people in our community. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
 

2026 BLC COUNCIL 
Officers     ____________ Members_______ 
President - Allison Nuñez               Judith Borga    
Vice President – Linda Pietrzak    Barbara Dempster   
Treasurer - Dan D’Antonio     Patty Derkatch  
Financial Secretary - Sita Ramsundar   Kelli Dunbar  
Recording Secretary - Aiisha Nembhard   John Maraz 
        Carolyn Olson  
      
  
 

Mission of the Month: Thanksgiving & Christmas Baskets 
 
 
 

As a community of faith and a whole life ministry focused on Living God’s Word, we 
embrace and learn from the diversity in our midst. We seek to meet all people with 
God’s grace and eternal love shown to all God’s people through the life, death and 
resurrection of God’s only Son regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender identity, 

culture, marital status, addictions, sexual orientation, economic status, ability or label.   
You are welcome here! 


