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July & August 2026

Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we prepare to enter into the

summer months, we know it is a time for travel, for reflection, and preparation for what is ahead. Jesus in the
Gospel of Matthew was also preparing his disciples for what was ahead as they took on the mantle of discipleship.
St Matthew writes: “Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, but go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure
the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment. “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master;it is enough for the disciple to
be like the teacher and the slave like the master. Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the
reward of the righteous, and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines a disciple as “a student, learner, or pupil. In the Bible the word is
used most often to refer to a follower of Jesus. To follow Jesus and his example it means the Proclamation of the
Kingdom and its arrival, Work of Mercy, Healing, Befriending the outcast, Understanding and applying the law in
the light of God’s original intention, Preaching the Good News to all people, Feeding the people, Teaching the
people, Praying for the people, Choosing to serve rather than being served, Nonviolence (peace and submission),
Grace.”

In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus also told his disciples that he was sending them out in the midst of wolves and
those who could cause harm. However, Jesus also told them not to worry because it is the Spirit of God that will
protect and speak through them. The same spirit that gave them the ability to speak in tongues and talk about the
glory and greatness of God.

In the summer months as we each travel and wherever it is we go we have the ability to do all of these things in
the name of God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We have the ability to be examples to be the people that
God has created and called us to be. In a time with all this hatred, violence, and negativity we have the
opportunity to be the light that shines in the darkness. We have the opportunity to truly become and carry out the
discipleship of Jesus, not with war and violence, but with peace and love. As we walk and follow Jesus to the best
of our ability let us carry out the mission of discipleship as Jesus intended.

Yours in Christ,

Reverend James D. Smith
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http://www.blcbaldwin.com/

2026 Monthly Mission Envelope

Distribution

Please indicate ($ ) your Weekly Church Offering Envelope to which mission you wish to donate — either
write “mission” or the name of the mission. Return your envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church.
You can also donate online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.

July-ELCA-Lutheran Disaster Response (Domestic)-
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope,
healing and renewal to people whose lives have
been disrupted by disasters in the United States and
around the world. When the dust settles and the
headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing
assistance to those in need.

August-Shepherd Fund-The pastor receives requests
for help and this fund provides money for direct help
not otherwise available to persons with an
immediate need.

September-Christmas Angel Tree Shopping-Jesus
commands us to care for the poor. The youth of the
congregation, adult drivers, and our pastor shop at
the beginning of December for families in need. The
money collected funds their shopping.

Events Calendar
July

12 Service of Peace
19 Clean Up Day

October-Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets-Jesus
commands us to feed the hungry. Much of the year
we accomplish this through various charities but at
Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food directly to
families we know need support.

November-Lutheran Counseling Center-LCC has six
counseling sites that offer health, hope, and
wholeness by promoting faith-based individual and
family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing
programs for various needs and expertise in
counseling disaster victims.

December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New York Synod,
our synod, is the regional expression of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. They
endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and
educational services to the over 200 congregations
across Long Island, New York City, and in seven
upstate counties. The Rev. Dr. Katrina Foster is the
Bishop.

Donation of Office Supplies Needed: 8 »”
x11” 20 Ib. white copier paper, electronic stapler
Thank you in advance for your help!

Council Members 2025-2026
Council Executive Board

President Allison Nuiez
Vice President Linda Pietrzak
Treasurer Dan D’Antonio
Financial Sec. Sita Ramsundar
Minister Rev. James Smith

Council Members

Judith Borga, Barbara Dempster, Patty
Derkatch, Kelli Dunbar, John Maraz, Carolyn
Olson




VOLUNTEERS

NEEDED!

Worship Assistants Needed

Lectors Corner
By Dan D’Antonio

Volunteers are needed weekly for Lectors for
every Sunday service. Please consider helping
us by volunteering. Contact Dan D’Antonio or
Allison Nunez if you’re interested in helping.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers and
Chairperson to assist in monitoring the
maintenance of the church building and the
grounds.

Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is
needed to educate members on being good
stewards for the church.

Sunday School Teacher is needed to run our
Sunday School program.

Finance Committee Chair is needed to lead
the team responsible for BLC’s finances.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
By Allison Nunez
Regardless of the context, true stewardship
generally relies on three core tenets:

1. Accountability: Accepting responsibility
for outcomes and being transparent
about actions and decisions.

2. Preservation: Ensuring that resources,
legacies, or environments are passed on
in as good—or better—condition than
they were received.

3. Selflessness: Prioritizing the needs of
the broader community, stakeholders, or
environment over immediate personal
gain.

At Bethlehem, we strive for these values. Please
remember that we need everyone participating
in our church! Join us on Sundays at 10:30 am!

On the first Sunday of July, we will hear from
Zechariah a message of hope. It speaks of a
humble leader. Paul then writes in Romans
that we must stop serving sin and states that
true freedom comes from being “slaves of
righteousness.” Something to consider when
witness how our government will celebrate the
250" anniversary of our country. On July 12"
Isaiah assures us that God’s plan 1s
unstoppable, another message of hope. Paul
writes In Romans that our belief in Christ frees
us from God’s condemnation. That is not to
say that only belief frees humans, God’s love
for all people will find a way to make us all
free. Then on July 19", we hear in Isaiah that
God 1s the beginning and the end of all
existence. In Romans Paul compares how life
controlled by human nature differs from hife
controlled by the Holy Spirit. We end July
with First Kings where we see King Solomon at
this best. When God will grant him any wish
Solomon requests for understanding of the
mind. In Romans Paul reminds us that
nothing can separate us from God’s love.

Our readings n July start and end with hope.

Thanks to everyone who read during June:
Elaine Kriz, Barbara Demplster and Sue
Fackleman. We have lectors set for all of July
and soon we will be looking at August.




Special Congregational Meeting: Holy
Audit & Questionnaire

We held a Special Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, June 7, 2026 during
our Coffee Hour. To date we have
collected 19 Holy Audit &
Questionnaires, but where are the rest?
If you have not submitted yours, please
send it in. We will add the feedback to
our work as we aim to grow the church.
No suggestion is too small. Your opinion
matters to us!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Holy Audit

What do you think Bethlehem has to offer to
the community?

How does Bethlehem enhance your life?

Directions: Please put a check mark next to

your best answer.

1. Overall, how satisfied are you with this church?
o Extremely satisfied

o Very satisfied

0 Somewhat satisfied

o Not so satisfied

o Not at all satisfied

2. How long have you been a member of this church?
O Less than 1 year

o 1-3 years

0 4-9 years

0 10+ years

3. How well do you feel this church meets your needs?
O Extremely well

o Very well

o0 Somewhat well

o Not so well

4. Do you participate in church events or projects?
o Yes
o No

5. Would you like more information regarding church
events and projects?

o Yes

o No

6. What would enhance your worship experience at
Bethlehem?

7. Is there something in your worship experience at
Bethlehem that you would like to see added or changed?

8. If you have added any names to our prayer list, are
there any of those names who should be removed from
the list?

9. Do you have any other comments, questions, or
concerns?

BLC Growth &Vitality Team
June 7, 2026



The Church and Society
By Dan D’Antonio

True peace is more than the absence of war.
It is the presence of conditions that make
conflict unnecessary. History proves that
treaties signed without addressing structural
unfairness offer only temporary quiet. To
build a lasting calm, a society must first
establish a foundation of unwavering justice.

The lllusion of False Peace

A society can appear quiet while harboring
deep systemic oppression.

« Enforced Order: Silence maintained
through fear or military force is not
peace.

« Simmering Grievance: Unaddressed
inequality acts as a hidden accelerator
for future violence.

o The Breaking Point: Without legal
channels for remedy, marginalized
groups eventually revolt.

Justice as a Stabilizing Force

Justice provides the structural framework
that keeps communities whole and
cooperative.

o Rule of Law: Equal application of laws
ensures predictability and public trust.

o Conflict Resolution: Fair courts resolve
disputes impartially before they
escalate into violence.

« Resource Equity: Fair distribution of
opportunities eliminates the
desperation that drives crime.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) asserts that faith is active in love and
love inherently demands seeking justice in
public relationships and social structures.
This call to justice is rooted in God's grace,

freeing individuals to love their neighbors
and advocate for the vulnerable.

The ELCA outlines its foundational
commitment to justice through several key
Social Statements and teachings:

e Church in Society: A Lutheran
Perspective: Adopted in 1991, this
foundational document sets the stage
by affirming that the church's witness
flows from the Gospel, and Christians
are baptized into a vocation to seek
justice.

« Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to
Action: Adopted in 2019, this
statement confronts systemic
patriarchy and sexism, committing the
ELCA to dismantling discrimination and
promoting authentic equity across all
spheres of life.

e Criminal Justice: Hearing the
Cries: Adopted in 2013, this statement
highlights the desperate need for
prison and systemic reforms, calling for
an end to racial disparities and
emphasizing restoration over
punishment.

o Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and
Justice: Adopted in 1993, this
document frames environmental
stewardship as a fundamental pursuit
of justice for the planet and
marginalized communities
disproportionately affected by
ecological damage.

» Social Message on
Immigration: Advocates for
immigrants and refugees, urging
members to welcome newcomers and
push for fair, compassionate, and just
laws.
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Please join us at our July 12" at 5 pm
for our Worship Service for Peace and
invite your neighbors and friends.
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*ENOUGH OF WAR!”

Pope Leo XIV

WE ARE CALLED TO BE
PEACEMAKERS!
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2 Service #2 @
Sunday;, July 12, 2026
5 PM

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY

Please join us monthly for our
peace worship
Bethlehem Lutheran Church: 516-223-3400
bethluth@hotmail.com. blcbaldwin.com

The Parsonage

Our parsonage needs a lot of repairs. We are
looking to get several estimates for these
repairs. We think we need a new boiler and
lots of new piping within the house. The roof
might need repairing too. Please send any
1deas or professionals who can help with these
1ssues to Allison Nunez.
(allisonnunez@gmail.com) or Dan D’Antonio

(ddantonio425@gmail.com). It 1s urgent we
have this situation assessed so we can plan how
to proceed. We will also need donations to pay
for any repairs. When you can give to this
cause, please designate those funds on your
envelopes, or with a note and your donation.
No donation 1s too small! Every penny counts!
Now 1s the time to dig deeply into our pockets.
Thanks 1 advance for your support and
participation!

CONTINUOUS FOOD DRIVE
FOR LSS

The New Life Center has lost its
government funding and 1s facing a
financial shortfall. Please continue to
drop off your food donations at the back
of the sanctuary. To send financial
support please mail checks payable to:
Lutheran Family & Community Services.
New LIFE Center, 145 Franklin Ave.,
Franklin Square, NY 11010
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School Supplies Needed for the New
Life Center
Please drop off your donations in the
back of the sanctuary. The list of
preferred items is below.

Back To School

You can help a child in need this school year through the New
LIFE Center - Long Island by donating any of the school
supplies listed below. Many children do not have the basic
supplies necessary for beginning their school year and your
donation will help a child start their year off right!

Sturdy Backpacks *must be able to fit a laptop-

2 inch 3 Ring Binders & Subject Dividers-

Loose Leaf Paper-College Ruled-

Composition Notebooks-College Ruled and Wide ruled-
Spiral Notebooks-

Plastic 2 Pocket Folders-

Colored Pencils-

Washable Box of Colored Markers-

Black & Blue Pens-

Elmers Glue-

Pencil Sharpeners-

Pencil Pouches/Pencil Boxes-
Erasers-

Glue Sticks-Small & Jumbo size-
Ruler-

Scissors-Child Safety Size-!
Index Cards-

Post It Notes-3"x3" & 1 $"x1 $"-
Highlighters-

Fine Tip Dry Erase Markers-
Basic Calcuator-

Stylus-

Geometry Set-

Plug in Earbuds-

Headphones-
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Fundraising

Bethlehem's Clean up Day!!

CLEAN

RUP
DAY

We will be holding a Clean up Day on
July 19, 2026 immediately following our
worship service. Please wear your
cleaning clothes to church and bring
your gloves! We have a lot to do, so
please join us! Many hands make light
work!

AIR-CONDITIONED WORSHIP
SERVICE

Sunday worship starts in Seidel Hall on
Sunday July 5th and goes through
August 30th.

We have been able to raise a little cash
through fundraising. Our financial situation is
very concerning, so we will take any help we
can get! If you want to spearhead a
fundraiser for Bethlehem, please do! Just
notify Allison Nunez so that we don’t
duplicate anything. Contact her at
anonunez@gmail.com or (516) 784-0028.
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Adopt-a-Bill

Our Adopt-a-Bill campaign will continue
in 2026! Our bills are exceeding our
financial ability to sustain Bethlehem.
Please take an envelope and put your
contribution inside, with your name, so
that you can help keep Bethlehem open!
You can designate extra contributions too
by indicating your preference when you
send money online or in a check to the
church. Some important areas in need are
(yearly expenses):

General Insurance $60,800
Oil $16,000
Utilities (E/G/W) $9,000
Telephone $3,500

Please feel free to pay all the expense
noted on the envelope, or a part of it. We
are a generous congregation with so
many organizations and needs.
Bethlehem is in great need at this time.
Thank you for considering our church’s
needs too!

Tai Chi, Qigong, & Yoga & Pilates
Tai Chi & Qigong
Mondays-11 am-12 pm (in person)
Wednesdays-11 am-12 pm (hybrid)
Thursdays-Gentle Tai Chi & Qigong

(online)

11 am-12 pm

Saturdays-9-10 am

Yoga & Pilates

Saturdays-10:30 am

Artistry Performing Arts

Artistry Performing Arts is a dance school
for children of all ages! They meet a few
times each week at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, and they have a summer
program too. This school prepares their
students for their annual recital in June,
as well as for other performances. If you
know any children interested in joining,
please call Bonita Johnson at (516) 281-
4401 or by email at
ladybee1015@yahoo.com!.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
JULY
BIRTHDAYS
Olivia Grillo 7/4
Richard Grillo 7/4
John Maraz 7/7
Prentella McSwain-- 7/14
Collin Gabler 7/24
Tyler Streithorst 7/27
ANNIVERSARIES
None
AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
Sita Ramsundar 8/5
Kelli Dunbar 8/5
Mason Peragine 8/13
Trevor Nizich 8/15
James McSwain 8/21
Patricia Derkatch 8/22
Linda Faber-Shields 8/25
Jack Brown 8/30
ANNIVERSARIES
Fery & Kamy Moghbeli  8/20
Judith & Pierre Borga  8/26
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Donations to BLC

Thank you to all who continue to make
donations and remember their church home.
Online donations can be made through our
website-http://www.blcbaldwin.com ; click on
the blue Donate button and you will be
directed through PayPal. You can also go
through Vanco by downloading their app from
the App Store or Google Play onto your mobile
device. Click here to get the link or go
to:https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving
/church-app. You can also mail your check
payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375
Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

Electronic Giving at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church

In addition to our website and Facebook Page
we are also on Instagram! For Instagram
photos go to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an
Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran
Church” with our address but it contains
photos of various groups who “checked-In”
from our Facebook page. Please “Like” and
follow us on Facebook and Instagram and
visit our website -www.blcbaldwin.com for
updates.

Serving our church with donations that supports
the financial needs and payment of the
necessary costs is a responsibility of every
member. The way we can make our donations
was made easier years ago when Bethlehem
adopted the VANCO service, then known as
‘Simply Giving’. Bethlehem provides its members
and friends with the ability to make donations
directly from their checking account on a regular
monthly basis. The VANCO system is monitored
by the Financial Secretary, and each donation is
recorded on the financial giving statement of
each member as appropriate. This manner of
giving makes sense, is easy, and provides
Bethlehem with a steady income. Send an email
or call the church office letting us know that you
are interested in this manner of giving. The
process is simple and other members of
Bethlehem have been doing this for years.
Consider the possibility of adding this form of

giving that supports our Bethlehem missions.

Please consider a flower or Eternal Light
Candle donation.

ALTAR FLOWERS -Donation-$5.00 for silk
flowers or $25 for live flowers) To Be Placed on
Altar (Date)
In Memory of:
In Honor of:
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE-Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)
In Memory of:
In Honor of:
From



https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app
http://www.blcbaldwin.com/

Bethlehem Builder

INON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U. S. POSTAGE
PAID
Baldwin. N.Y.
PERM IT NO. 141

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
1375 GRAND AVE
BALDWIN NY 11510

Services are in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through

Pastor Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more
information visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com



http://www.blcbaldwin.com/
http://www.blcbaldwin.com/

