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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
First, I want to again wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. As we make our way into the 
year of our Lord 2023 there are those who have made resolutions, those who are looking at new 
beginnings and those who have dreams. In the Gospel of Matthew chapter 2 we see how dreams played 
an integral role for the safety and deliverance for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. St. Matthew writes 
“Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling 
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, 
he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what 
had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 
 
The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines “Dream” as a “state of mind in which images, thoughts, 
and impressions pass through the mind of a person who is sleeping. They were also thought of as a way 
to convey messages from God.” God appeared to Joseph in multiple dreams for protection and 
deliverance and to fulfill the scriptures. I have also thought that as we have been created in the image of 
God it was God too, who had dreams for each and every one of us when we were created. In the 
beginning when we were created God was also looking out for us and providing us that protection and 
deliverance and God did that by sending us Jesus Christ. When Jesus came down from heaven it was 
for our protection. Jesus was protecting us from the power of Satan and the evil and death that follows 
Satan. Jesus used his power to subdue those evil powers not only in the heaven bound realm but here 
on earth as well. When the time came for Jesus to sacrifice himself for all of our sins his blood purchased 
for us our salvation and deliverance and the ability for us to be companions with him in paradise, 
where the dreams of God have been fully realized. 
 
In this season of resolutions and new beginnings let us also see the dreams that God and Jesus have for 
each of us. The dream of salvation, that dream of being God’s people together, the dream of the greatest 
commandment of loving our neighbors as ourselves. Let us live out that precious dream from God who 
continues to provide for our protection and deliverance. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
Reverend James D. Smith   



 
 
 

2023 Monthly Mission Envelope 
 Distribution 

Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering Envelope 
to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission” or the name of the mission. 
Return our envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church. You can also donate 

online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.  

 

January-LuHi Started in 2011 In October 
2021, over 800 volunteers, including LuHi’s 
entire student body, faculty, and staff, 
packed over 197,000 meals to be delivered 
to Island Harvest and local pantries. These 
meals will help our neighbors on Long 
Island struggling with food insecurity. They 
have packed 2,900,000 meals since 2011.   
 
February-Lutheran Immigration & 
Refugee Services-LIRS ensures that new 
refugee arrivals receive case 
management, housing, access to 
appropriate medical & governmental 
assistance, community & employment 
orientation, schooling, food, clothing and 
other initial needs.  

 

March-Tri-Annual Youth Gathering-
Every three years, 30,000 high school 
youth and their adult leaders from across 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America gather for a week of faith 
formation known as the ELCA Youth 
Gathering. Through days spent in 
interactive learning, worship, Bible 
study, service and fellowship, young 
people grow in faith and are challenged 
and inspired to live their faith in their 
daily lives. Bethlehem continues to send 
qualified youths to the gathering.  

April–Roof Fund- Once again, 
Bethlehem’s roof needs attention, this 
time on the north side of the building 
over the sanctuary. Funds will be used to 
help defer the cost of the roof repair. 

May–Pinecrest Scholarships-Since 1927 
Pinecrest has been gathering young 
adults of the ELCA in a summer camp 
setting, providing them with access to a 
strong faith community and an 
opportunity to develop their strengths as 
leaders in the church. This exciting and 
interactive camp has been a life changing 
experience for generations of campers.  

June–Koinonia-Koinonia has been 
serving Lutheran campers and their 
friends since 1962. The camp provides a 
stunning backdrop for year-round indoor 
and outdoor activities, to provide you 
with a positive learning environment and 
a memorable spiritual experience for you 
and your family or group.  

July-ELCA-Lutheran Disaster Response 
(Domestic)-Lutheran Disaster Response 
brings God’s hope, healing and renewal 
to people whose lives have been 
disrupted by disasters in the United 
States and around the world. When the 
dust settles and the headlines change, we 
stay to provide ongoing assistance to 
those in need.  



August-Shepherd Fund-The pastor 
receives requests for help and this fund 
provides money for direct help not 
otherwise available to persons with an 
immediate need.  

September-Christmas Angel Tree 
Shopping-Jesus commands us to care for 
the poor. The youth of the congregation, 
adult drivers, and our pastor shop at the 
beginning of December for families in 
need. The money collected funds their 
shopping.  

October-Thanksgiving/Christmas 
Baskets-Jesus commands us to feed the 
hungry. Much of the year we accomplish 
this through various charities but at 
Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food 

directly to families we know are in need 
of support.  

November-Lutheran Counseling 
Center-LCC has six counseling sites that 
offer health, hope, and wholeness by 
promoting faith-based individual and 
family psychotherapy. LCC also provides 
ongoing programs for various needs and 
expertise in counseling disaster victims.  

December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New 
York Synod, our synod, is the regional 
expression of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. They endeavor to 
provide support, resource pooling, and 
educational services to the over 200 
congregations across Long Island, New 
York City, and in seven upstate counties. 
The Rev. Paul Egensteiner is the Bishop. 

 
 
 

Events Calendar 
 

January 
1 Pajama Sunday Service 

8 2023 Calendar meeting-after worship service 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Council Members 2023 
Council Officers        Members 
President   Vacant      Barbara Brown 
Vice President   Julian Baker      Patty Derkatch 
Treasurer    Vacant       Vicky Jackson 
Financial Secretary John Meyer     Elaine Kriz  
Council Secretary Pam Dye      Martha Meyer  
           Allison Nunez 
           Greg Pietrzak 
           Eric Symons 
           Laura Szenczewski  
 



 
 

Worship Volunteers Needed 
Volunteers are needed weekly for one 
Lector and one Usher for every Sunday 
service. 
Please consider helping us with by 
volunteering. Contact the office or use 
the sign-up sheet in the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 

Committee Volunteers Needed 
Buildings and Grounds volunteers and 
Chairperson to assist in monitoring the 
maintenance of the church building and 
the grounds. 
 
Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is 
needed to educate members on being 
good stewards for the church.  
 
Worship, Music and Arts committee 
volunteers & chairperson – work with 
Pastor and other members to help shape 
Bethlehem’s worship experience. 
 
Treasurer needed—please contact John 
Meyer or the church office if you are 
interested or know of someone who 
would be interested in serving in this 
capacity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent and Christmas at 
Bethlehem 

 

 
 

A special thanks to Karen Cawte, Patty 
Derkatch and Pastor Smith for 
assembling the Christmas tree and altar 
guild members Elaine Kriz, Karen Cawte, 
Doris Lucas for adorning the altar with 
pointsettias and nativity scene.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cookies and Caroling Tradition 
Continues 
By Elaine Kriz 

A coffee hour followed the worship 
service on December 18th. Cookies, 
snacks and fellowship were shared. 
Containers were packed with home 
made and store bought Christmas 
cookies for delivery to several of our 
siblings in Christ. This tradition, begun 
many years ago by the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church Women’s group, 
aimed to visit shut-ins and families 
who had suffered a loss of a loved one. 
The Evangelism and Outreach 
Committee tries to follow this tradition. 
Seven hardy souls shared the joy of 
“Christmas to come”, singing Carols, 
having a brief curbside visits and 
delivering cookies with love.  

Thanks to all who helped by donating 
cookies, packing cookies, setting up and 
cleaning up for the coffee hour, 
delivering the cookies, joyfully caroling 
in the wind and cold and bringing a 
spark of joy to our friends and to 
ourselves as well!! 

THANKS TO: 
Allison Nunez, Barbara Brown, Laura 
Szenczewski, Ellen Connor, Karen 
Cawte, Mike Brawley, Edith Brawley, 
Dan D’Antonio, Kathy Spatz, Elaine 
Kriz, Thrivent Action Team Projects, 
Linda Pietrzak and the 
unknown/donating bakers who were 
like secret elves, leaving cookies but no 
names.(I apologize in advance because I 
am sure I have left some folks out.) 

 

BLC Member is Baldwin’s New Fire 
Commissioner 

Congratulations to Tom and Barbara Brown on 
Tom’s election as the Baldwin Fire District 
Commissioner! 

2022 Angel Tree Shopping 

Members of Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
were able to raise and donate the funds 
to make Christmas brighter for 71 
Ukrainian refugee children. God shows 
up in so many ways and places. Thank 
you to all who helped to make this 
possible, including Joyce Streithorst and 
her work colleagues! 

 

 

Confirmation Class 

Confirmation class will begin in January. 
Please contact Pastor Smith for 
additional information.



 
Update Member Information 

We’d like to have current information on all our 
members. Please take a few moments to 
complete the information below and return it 
via email to bethluth@hotmail.com, return in 
the offering plate at services, or by mail-
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand 
Avenue, Baldwin, NY. 11510 
Full Name ___________________________ 

 
Address _____________________________ 

 
____________________________________ 
Home Phone: ____________________ 
Cell phone: ______________________ 
Email:__________________________ 
Birthday:_________________________ 
Anniversary: _____________________ 
What’s Your Favorite Hymn?:________________ 

 
 

December Council Meeting  
Summary 

 

 
- Roof fund fundraising-we asked 

everyone to think about future 
fundraisers. 

- We held coffee hour on December 18 
and packed and delivered cookies to 
shut-ins.  

- Confirmation class will start in January. 
- Worship, Music and Arts committee will 

be formed and will meet regularly. 
- We are seeking for more volunteers for 

the Nominating Committee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
BIRTHDAYS 
Gary Reichert   1/4 
Samantha Reichert   1/4 
Betty Timmes   1/14 
Dorothy Wuertle   1/23 
Roberta Niedballa   1/21 
Allison Nunez   1/22 
Dawn Kogan    1/29 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
None 

 
 

Tai Chi and Yoga Classes  
 

 
 
 

Tai Chi & Qigong 
Wednesdays-7-8 pm (in-person and online) 

Saturdays-9-10 am (in-person only) 
Gentle Tai Chi-Qigong(online) 

Thursdays-11 am-12 noon 
Instructor-Pam Dye 

 

Yoga 
Saturdays-10:30 am 

Instructor-Sita Ramsundar 
Please note: Mask wearing is recommended but 

optional to the individual. Contact the office at 516-
223-3400 for additional information 

 
 
 



 

Please consider a flower or Eternal Light Candle donation.  
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE 
Donation: $5.00 
To be lit on (Date)_____________ 
In Memory of:________________ 
In Honor of:__________________ 
From:_______________________ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________ 
 
In Memory of:________________________ 
In Honor of:__________________________ 
From:________________________________  
Floral Arrangement: $25 Rosebud:  $3.50 
 
 
 
 

Donations to BLC 
Thank you to all who continue to make donations and remember their church home during this time of crisis. 
Online donations can be made through our website-http:www.blcbaldwin.com; click on the blue Donate button 
and you will be directed through PayPal. You can also go through Vanco by downloading their app from the App 
Store or Google Play onto your mobile device. Click here to get the link or go to:  
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app. You can also mail your check payable to Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510. 

 
 
 

STAY CONNECTED WITH US! 
In addition to our website and Facebook Page we are also on Instagram! For Instagram photos 
go to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran Church” with 
our address but it contains photos of various groups who “checked-In” from our Facebook page. 
Please “Like” and follow us on Facebook and Instagram and visit our website-
www.blcbaldwin.com  for updates on BLC news! The Builder is also online on the Home page of 
our website under the section “Bethlehem Builder”. 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Services are in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through Pastor 
Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more information 

visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com  
 


