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November 2022
Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

As we head into the month of November and we prepare to give thanks for all the blessings we have
received, we give thanks to God for sending Jesus to us give us the word from God. We hear from our
Gospel writer John from this past week where St. John writes “Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’ Jesus answered them,
‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So, if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”
The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines the “Word of God” as the ‘means by which God is
made known, the declaration of God’s will, and how God brings about purpose. The phrases such as
Word of God, and Word of the Lord are applied to the commanding word of God that brought creation
into existence. the Word of God is Jesus who makes it known and brings into operation the reconciliation with God which is God’s purpose for humankind. Jesus brings the presence of God to a new level,
the personal presence of God in the world in a human life.’
When Jesus came into this world as the living embodiment of the Word of God his goal was to
set us free from sin. The human race had rebelled against God, the words from God had become corrupted and twisted in a way that was serving those who had the education and ability to read those
texts. The word that came from God was something that was treated as exclusive so there were people
who were shunned and never knew that they too, had access to God. However, when Jesus showed up,
he made sure that everyone knew that they could receive this blessing from God no matter who they
were, where they lived, or what their social status was. Jesus came to set all the prisoners free. Jesus
made it possible for all of us to have that permanent place in the household of God.
As we move into the season of giving thanks let us be thankful for God who is the creator of life,
who makes it possible for us to receive the blessings of each new day. Let us be thankful for Jesus who
set us free, blotted out our sins, and purchased for us our everlasting life. Let us be thankful for the
Holy Spirit who is our Advocate and the one who reveals to us all the miracles that we have been given.
Let us give thanks because of the Holy Trinity we have been made free, we are free indeed.
Yours in Christ,
Reverend James D. Smith

2022 Monthly Mission Envelope
Distribution
Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering Envelope
to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission” or the name of the mission.
Return our envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church. You can also donate
online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.
November-Lutheran Counseling Center. LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, hope,
and wholeness by promoting faith-based individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing programs for various needs and expertise in counseling disaster victims.
December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is the regional expression of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and educational services to the over 200 congregations across Long Island, New York City,
and in seven upstate counties. The Rev. Paul Egensteiner is the Bishop.

Council Members 2022
Council Officers
President
Co-Vice Presidents
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Council Secretary

Members
Kathy Spatz
Julian Baker & Barbara Brown
Vacant
John Meyer
Pam Dye

Patty Derkatch

Vicky Jackson
Martha Meyer
Greg Pietrzak
Eric Symons

Office Supply Donations Needed:
- 8 1/2x11 white 20 lb. copy paper
- Postage stamps
- White mailing seals
Thank you in advance for your help!

Stewardship
2022 Events Calendar
November
20 Congregation Meeting
December
18 Cookies & Caroling

In being faithful to our Biblical roots and spiritual
development, we need to be faithful disciples
and encourage generosity, both as individuals
and as a church. We all grow in Christ when we
all give of ourselves.

REMINDER
Worship Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed weekly for one
Lector and one Usher for every Sunday
service.
Please consider helping us with by volunteering. Contact the office or use the
sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers and
Chairperson to assist in monitoring the
maintenance of the church building and
the grounds.

Congregation meeting—Sunday,
November 20 after worship service. The
meeting will be held in Seidel Hall as well
as virtually. We will be voting in new
Council members and approving and voting on the 2023 budget.
The Zoom instructions are below:
Click on the link or copy and paste in
your browser:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85826337615?pwd=TUNSK2
JZVlpkcld5WVpxUzRCb1grZz09

Meeting ID: 858 2633 7615
Passcode: 786853

Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is
needed to educate members on being
good stewards for the church.

By telephone: +1 929 205 6099 US
Meeting ID: 858 2633 7615
Passcode: 786853

Worship, Music and Arts committee
volunteers & chairperson – work with
Pastor and other members to help shape
Bethlehem’s worship experience.

First Communion

Treasurer needed—please contact Kathy
Spatz if you are interested or know of
someone who would be interested in
serving in this capacity.

DON’T FORGET-DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME-NOVEMBER 6
FALL BACK ONE HOUR

On Sunday, October 9, two Sunday
School students received their first communion. Congratulations to Alex and
Cole and God bless you both!

Thanksgiving Baskets and
Thrivent 500 for 500 Food Drive
By Elaine Kriz

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone
who was able to donate food items to
meet our goal of 500 items in the
Thrivent challenge. We have applied for
the extra grant of $500 from Thrivent for
the New Life Center (LSS) in Uniondale.
Pastor Smith shopped for over 200 items
using the original Action Team grant to
kick off the drive and filled his van with
the more than 500 items to deliver to the
center on October 21st.
BUT, food insecurity is not over and we
all see the ever increasing prices at the
markets, impacting all of us, so we will
continue to ask for whatever food donations you are able to give. If you can pick
up an extra box or can of nourishing food
when you shop, please do so and bring it
to church with a grateful heart, to share
with our brothers and sisters in need.
Thank you and God bless, Elaine Kriz

State of the Church
By Dan D’Antonio

Sometimes we may find ourselves worrying about the state of our congregation
and of the wider church. It has made me
wonder how the church was able to originally grow when it was born into a society
that was so hostile to its existence.
In The Early Church by Henry Chadwick
he states, “The practical application of
charity was probably the most potent single cause of Christian success.” This charity was in the form of caring for the poor,
windows, orphans and in providing social
services during wars, famines, and natural disasters. This charity was provided to
all, not only fellow believers.
Chadwick further states, “It was always
recognized that the prime responsibility
of the church treasury was to provide for
the needs of the poor, and bishops who
preferred to spend money on rich adornments and splendid churches were generally disapproved; in any event there was
no question of such elaboration before the
time of Constantine.”
While the church today regards the reign
of Constantine as a great turning point in
its history, we may want to question if this
fusion of church and state did more harm
than good. We must remember that the
church first grew before there were
church buildings. Christians lived each
day trying to care for those around them
and met on Sundays in different homes to
share a communal meal. Buildings and
theology did not enter their thinking.
What each service had in common was
scripture readings, prayer and communion, the exact form of the service was not
written in stone.
When I witness the generosity of Bethlehem members during food drives, I see a
congregation that is living embodiment of

Christ and one that will continue well into
the twenty-first century.

Cookies & Caroling
By Elaine Kriz

We are planning to resume our traditional
Cookies and Caroling event on December 18th, so bakers start your ovens and
carolers take care of your vocal cords.
Plans are for a cookie packing and “exchange” with a coffee hour after worship
on the 18th, caroling afterwards.
Help is needed for the coffee hour and
cookie packing as well as with our visits
and caroling (enthusiasm counts almost
as much as a good singing voice!).
Please contact Elaine Kriz for information
(516-868-0944).

Policies and Procedures Manual
By Pam Dye

Your help is needed! One of the recommendations from Council’s Kaleidoscope training was to create a policies
and procedures manual. This involves
identifying and documenting every task
and process that is done in the life of
Bethlehem, from office procedures, hiring new staff, bill collecting and payment processes, etc. Any BLC member
who wishes to participate in developing
the manual should contact Pam Dye at
pad0927@yahoo.com, or leave a voice
message at the church office or email
bethluth@hotmail.com.

Update Member Information
We’d like to have current information on all our
members. Please take a few moments to complete the information below and return it via
email to bethluth@hotmail.com, return in the
offering plate at services or by mail-Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Avenue, Baldwin,
NY. 11510
Full Name ___________________________
Address _____________________________
____________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________
Cell phone: ______________________
Email:__________________________
Birthday:_________________________
Anniversary: _____________________
What’s Your Favorite Hymn?:________________

Here is the article for those people who do not have computer
access:
UPDATE: RELIGIOUS CORPORATIONS ARE PERMITTED
TO HAVE “HYBRID” VIRTUAL MEETINGS.

Order Form for Christmas
Poinsettias
Deadline for Ordering is
Sun., December 18th
Please Print.
Poinsettias placed on the altar are $18.00 each.
In Memory of ___________________________
By ____________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________
By ____________________________________
Please make checks payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
Amt. Enclosed:_______
Will you Pick Up the Poinsettias ________
or Gift Them to a Shut In _________

(Please Check One)

Thank you.

In November 2021, Governor Kathy Hochul signed a bill
into law that permanently gave New York not-for- profit
corporations and religious corporations the ability to
hold virtual meetings beyond the expiration of any emergency declarations related to COVID-19. Although the
new laws made the option of virtual meetings permanent, “secular” not-for-profit corporations and religious
corporations were treated differently. A “secular” notfor-profit corporation’s board of directors could choose
to hold an “all virtual” meeting (where attendance is
solely by means of electronic communication, with no “in
person” attendance) or a hybrid meeting (where some
attend by means of electronic communication, and others attend “in person”), if such meetings were not prohibited by the organization’s certificate of incorporation
or bylaws. Religious corporations, however, were not
permitted to hold hybrid meetings, and could only hold
all virtual meetings if the board of trustees (by whatever
name, e.g., board of elders, church council, etc.) allowed
it. Under the “new” November 2021 amendments, unlike
corporations formed under the N- PCL, meetings of religious corporations could not be held partially virtually—
they must be held either entirely in person or entirely
virtually.
That is no more.
On August 17, 2022, Governor Hochul signed into law
Chapter 518 of the Laws of 2022, which repealed the
“old” November 2021 amendments to RCL § 28 and replaced it with a new § 28, which now allows religious
corporations to conduct virtual and hybrid meetings as
any “secula r” not-for-profit corporation can.

FROM OUR PARTNERS

October Council Meeting
Summary

TE: NY STATE GRANTS PERMANENT PERMISSION
- Council members approved to resume
FOR VIRTUAL MEETINGS
Cookies and Caroling on December 18.
Cookies will be packed after worship ser-

, 2022, Governor Hochul signed into law Chapter 518 of the Laws of 2022, which revice during coffee hour.
ld” November 2021 amendments to Ruling Case Law (RCL) § 28 and replaced it with
Discussion about creating a “roof drive”
which now allows religious corporations to conduct virtual and hybrid meetings as any
and fundraisers to contribute to the drive
-for-profit corporation can.

the north side of the sanctuary roof needs
repair.

as

-

Sunday School will not meet until November 13 because of family obligations.
Worship committee will discuss Christmas
services.

Joyce & Lee Streithorst 11/26

Tai Chi and Yoga Classes

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER
Natalia Nunez
Dorothy Becker
Derrick Talbott
Caitlin Ialenti
Doug Dye
Fery Moghbeli

11/1
11/5
11/17
11/19
11/23
11/30

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Barbara & Tom Brown 11/15

Tai Chi & Qigong
Wednesdays-7-8 pm (in-person and online)
Saturdays-9-10 am (in-person only)
Gentle Tai Chi-Qigong(online)
Thursdays-11 am-12 noon
Instructor-Pam Dye
Yoga
Saturdays-10:30 am
Instructor-Sita Ramsundar

Please note: Mask wearing is recommended but optional to the individual. Contact the office at 516223-3400 for additional information

Please consider a flower or Eternal Light Candle donation.
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE
Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)_____________
In Memory of:________________
In Honor of:__________________
From:_______________________
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALTAR FLOWERS
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________
In Memory of:________________________
In Honor of:__________________________
From:________________________________

Floral Arrangement: $25 Rosebud: $3.50
Please place in the offering plate or mail the form and your check, payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375
Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510. Thank you.

Donations to BLC
Thank you to all who continue to make donations and remember their church home during this time of crisis.
Online donations can be made through our website-http:www.blcbaldwin.com; click on the blue Donate button
and you will be directed through PayPal. You can also go through Vanco by downloading their app from the App
Store or Google Play onto your mobile device. Click here to get the link or go to: https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app. You can also mail your check payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375
Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
In addition to our website and Facebook Page we are also on Instagram! For Instagram photos go
to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran Church” with our
address but it contains photos of various groups who “checked-In” from our Facebook page.
Please “Like” and follow us on Facebook and Instagram and visit our website-www.blcbaldwin.com for updates on BLC news! The Builder is also online on the Home page of our website
under the section “Bethlehem Builder”.

Services are in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through Pastor
Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more information
visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com

