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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. This past week our Gospel writer Luke talked about what it means to be humble and have humility in all situations as that is what Jesus Christ directs us to be. St. Luke writes “When he noticed how the
guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet,
do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so
that when your host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honored in the presence
of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. ‘He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return,
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines humility as “A freedom from arrogance that grows out of the recognition that all we have and are comes from God. Biblical humility is not a belittling of oneself but an exalting or
praising of others, especially God and Christ Jesus. A humble person then focuses more on God and others than
themselves.”
I remember growing up in my home congregation and we had these JOY books that we more like a pamphlet
hymn book that we would use to pick out hymns to sing during communion time. As I got older and learned in
First Communion and Confirmation the JOY books were an acronym for Jesus, Others, and Yourself which is Jesus’ directives for how we should live in following Jesus’ example. Jesus instead always put God first, always lifting his eyes up and giving thanks and praise to God. Jesus then focused on helping and caring about others and
always put himself last, even battling fatigue and hunger, Jesus always made time for God’s people.
As we get ready to return from summer vacations and as our young people get ready for back to school let us rededicate ourselves to the mission of Jesus Christ. Let us focus on the work that we have been called to do, which is
to focus more on God and others and not so much on ourselves. When we act with humility, we will start to see the
changes around us, we will lift up the glory of God. Because Biblical humility is also a recognition that by ourselves, we are inadequate, without dignity, and worthless. Yet, because we are created in God’s image and because
we are believers in God, we have infinite worth and dignity.
Yours in Christ,
Reverend James D. Smith

2022 Monthly Mission Envelope
Distribution
Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering Envelope
to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission” or the name of the mission.
Return our envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church. You can also donate
online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.
September-Christmas Angel Tree Shopping Jesus commands us to care for the poor. The
youth of the congregation, adult drivers, and our pastor shop at the beginning of December for
families in need. The money collected funds their shopping.
October-Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets Jesus commands us to feed the hungry. Much of the
year we accomplish this through various charities but at Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of
food directly to families we know are in need of support.
November-Lutheran Counseling Center. LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, hope,
and wholeness by promoting faith-based individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing programs for various needs and expertise in counseling disaster victims.
December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is the regional expression of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and educational services to the over 200 congregations across Long Island, New York City,
and in seven upstate counties. The Rev. Paul Egensteiner is the Bishop.

Council Members 2022
Council Officers
President
Co-Vice Presidents
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Council Secretary

Members
Kathy Spatz
Julian Baker & Barbara Brown
Vacant
John Meyer
Pam Dye

A Stewardship Moment

Stewardship begins with love—not giving.
Office Supply Donations Needed:
- 8 1/2x11 white 20 lb copy paper
- Postage stamps
Thank you in advance for your help!

Patty Derkatch

Vicky Jackson
Martha Meyer
Greg Pietrzak
Eric Symons

2022 Events Calendar
September
18 Rally Day and Refreshments
October
1 Grand Baldwin Festival
Pumpkin Social Event-Date TBD

Worship Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed weekly for one Lector and one Usher for every Sunday service.
Please consider helping us with by volunteering. Contact the office or use the sign-up
sheet in the back of the sanctuary.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers and Chairperson to assist in monitoring the maintenance of the church building and the grounds.
Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is needed to educate members on being good
stewards for the church.
Worship, Music and Arts committee volunteers & chairperson – work with Pastor and
other members to help shape Bethlehem’s worship experience.
Treasurer needed—please contact Kathy Spatz if you are interested or know of someone
who would be interested in serving in this capacity.

Back to School Supplies for
Lutheran Social Services
School supplies donated by Bethlehem’s
congregation and 48m bookbags, purchased
through a Thrivent gift card, will bring smiles
to many children who will begin school this
September.
The month of July was Bethlehem’s month
to collect and donate food to LSS. The New
Life Center was grateful to receive 308

pounds of food in addition to the school supplies.
Thank you to Pastor Smith, Elaine Kriz and
Barbara Brown for delivering the food and
supplies.

Rally Day

Grand Baldwin Festival!
Come down to the festival and help Bethlehem connect with other people from
our beautiful community. A warm “hello”
and “How are you doing?” can brighten
someone’s day.
Come down to the Festival being held behind the Baldwin Public Library.

Kick off will be Sunday, Sept. 18th.
will begin on Sunday
morning at 9:00am.
will take place during the
10:30am service and
will
be served after the service. Please join
us so we can send our young people off
to school with our prayers and blessings.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church

Rally Day-First Day of Sunday
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Sunday, Sept. 18, 9 am

CONTACT KATHY SPATZ AT
KATHLEENSPATZ@GMAIL.COM FOR
MORE INFORMATION

October 1, 2022 (rain date Oct. 2nd)
12 to 4:30 pm
We will be LIVING GOD’S WORD by
reaching out to the community. Join us,
even if for and hour, and help BLC
spread God’s love with a simple SMILE!
Please call Kathy Spatz for more info 516697-8274

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Membership
Just a reminder to our Bethlehem family that
being an active member of BLC means… in
the last year, showing interest in attending
church services, partaking of communion, or
contributing to the congregation’s treasurer according to the congregation’s records. I’m sharing this little piece of information with you because the Membership committee is looking to
update our roles and would like everyone to be
aware of what the Constitution states as an active member.
Any questions please call Barbara Brown at
516-623-4152.

Policies and Procedures Manual
One of the recommendations from
Council’s Kaleidoscope training was to
create a policies and procedures manual. This involves identifying and documenting every task and process that is
done in the life of Bethlehem, from office procedures, hiring new staff, bill
collecting and payment processes, etc.
Any BLC member who wishes to participate in developing the manual should
contact Pam Dye at pad0927@yahoo.com, or leave a voice message or
email bethluth@hotmail.com.

Update Member Information
We’d like to have current information on all our
members. Please take a few moments to complete the information below and return it via
email to bethluth@hotmail.com, return in the
offering plate at services or by mail-Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Avenue, Baldwin,
NY. 11510
Thank you.
*******************************
Full Name ___________________________
Address _____________________________
____________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________
Cell phone: ______________________
Email:__________________________
Birthday:_________________________
Anniversary: _____________________
What’s Your Favorite Hymn?:________________

August Council Meeting Summary
- Bethlehem Lutheran Church will
participate in the Grand Baldwin
Festival again this year-Oct. 1.
- The gutters and roof have been repaired; we are waiting for a big
rainstorm to make sure there are no
more leaks or floods.
- Rally Day & refreshments-September 18; blessing of the backpacks
during service.
The annual pumpkin social will take
place in the fall—date to be determined

None
Tai Chi and Yoga Classes

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Gloria Lebby
9/1
Greg Pietrzak
9/2
Whitney Talbot
9/6
Kim Spitzer
9/8
Katelyn English
9/8
Shirley Byer
9/10
Kerrin Gercken
9/15
Michael Szenczewski 9/15
Janet Gabler
9/16
Matthew Derkatch 9/19
Christian Peragine
9/19
Barbara Brown
9/22
Pamela Dye
9/27
Cynthia Gordon
9/28
Daniel John Degen 9/29
Jaxon Tarry
9/30/15**
** Youth

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Please consider a flower or Eternal Light Candle
donation.
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE
Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)_____________
In Memory of:________________
In Honor of:__________________
From:_______________________
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALTAR FLOWERS
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________
In Memory of:________________________
In Honor of:__________________________
From:________________________________

Floral Arrangement: $25 Rosebud: $3.50
Please place in the offering plate or mail the form
and your check, payable to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510. Thank
you.

Tai Chi & Qigong
Wednesdays-7-8 pm (in-person and online)
Saturdays-9-10 am (in-person only)
Gentle Tai Chi-Qigong(online)
Thursdays-11 am-12 noon
Instructor-Pam Dye
Yoga
Saturdays-10:30 am
Instructor-Sita Ramsundar
Please note: Mask wearing is recommended but optional to the individual. Contact the office at 516223-3400 for additional information

- .
REMINDER ABOUT WEEKLY
SERMONS
In addition to holding in-person service,
Pastor Smith will continue to deliver Sunday
service through his Facebook page using Facebook Live for those who wish to continue
to worship virtually. Click here to access Pastor’s Facebook Page or you can obtain the
link from our website on the Home page.
Missed the service? Go to the website or Pastor’s Facebook page and the archive is available for replay.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
In addition to our website and Facebook
Page we are also on Instagram! For Instagram photos go to blcbaldwin. Note: there
is an Instagram page named “Bethlehem
Lutheran Church” with our address but it
contains photos of various groups who
“checked-In” from our Facebook page.
Please “Like” and follow us on Facebook
and Instagram and visit our websitewww.blcbaldwin.com for updates on
BLCnews! The Builder is also online on the
Home page of our website under the section “Bethlehem Builder”.

Donations to BLC
Thank you to all who continue to make donations
and remember their church home during this time of
crisis. Online donations can be made through our
website-http:www.blcbaldwin.com; click on the blue
Donate button and you will be directed through PayPal. You can also go through Vanco by downloading
their app from the App Store or Google Play onto
your mobile device. Click here to get the link or go
to: https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app. You can also mail your check payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave.,
Baldwin, NY 11510.
!

!

Services are in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through Pastor
Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more information
visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com

