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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This past week we heard in the Gospel of John in the 21st chapter about the miraculous catch, and
what it means when you put your faith and trust in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. St. John writes “After these
things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but
the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered
him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So, they cast it, and now
they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire
there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So, Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn.”
In John’s Gospel Jesus has already appeared to the disciples twice before this third appearance today. Jesus has shown
up twice behind the locked and closed doors, where the disciples were staying. Jesus has shown them peace when he
stood among them and has said that he is sending them out. Jesus has breathed on them the Holy Spirit and given
them the ability to forgive and retain sins. Jesus has done all of this and yet they have not used any of these gifts, and
instead, decided to go fishing which is something that they grew up and are comfortable doing.
The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines fishing as the practice of catching fish for food or sale as a commercial
product. Commercial fishing was hard work and often frustrating and ineffective. Lines and hooks, as well as harpoons
were used. But the most common method of fishing was with nets. As we look back at the beginning of the ministry
of Jesus, we know why at least seven of his disciples were fisherman. We know that Jesus selected them because of
their work ethic knowing how hard fishing for fish was Jesus was going to charge them with fishing for people.
Like those disciples Jesus is calling us to go fish for people. Jesus knows that there will be times that it is going to be
hard, he knows that it could be hard work, he knows that it could be frustrating, however, Jesus knows that it can also
be rewarding. Jesus has shown that when we put our trust in him and throw down our nets where he tells us that we
can catch so much more than we ever thought we could, and the net will not tear.
As we continue in this Easter season and continue to celebrate the glory of Jesus’ resurrection let us continue to be
caught up in the net of love of Jesus Christ. Jesus threw down that net and brought us to him. Jesus knew exactly
where to cast that net and continues to bring us home.
Yours in Christ,
Reverend James D. Smith!

2022 Monthly Mission Envelope
Distribution
Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering Envelope
to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission” or the name of the mission.
Return our envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church. You can also donate
online through the website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen.
May–Pinecrest Scholarships-Since 1927
Pinecrest has been gathering young adults of
the ELCA in a summer camp setting, providing them with access to a strong faith community and an opportunity to develop their
strengths as leaders in the church. This exciting and interactive camp has been a life
changing experience for generations of
campers.
June–Koinonia-Koinonia has been serving
Lutheran campers and their friends since
1962. The camp provides a stunning backdrop for year-round indoor and outdoor activities, to provide you with a positive learning environment and a memorable spiritual
experience for you and your family or
group.
July-ELCA-Lutheran Disaster Response
(Domestic)-Lutheran Disaster Response
brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to
people whose lives have been disrupted by
disasters in the United States and around the
world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.
August-Shepherd Fund-The pastor receives
requests for help and this fund provides
money for direct help not otherwise available to persons with an immediate need.

September-Christmas Angel Tree
Shopping
Jesus commands us to care for the poor. The
youth of the congregation, adult drivers, and
our pastor shop at the beginning of December for families in need. The money collected
funds their shopping.
October-Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets
Jesus commands us to feed the hungry.
Much of the year we accomplish this
through various charities but at Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food directly to
families we know are in need of support.
November-Lutheran Counseling Center
LCC has six counseling sites that offer
health, hope, and wholeness by promoting
faith-based individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing programs for various needs and expertise in
counseling disaster victims.
December-ELCA-The Metropolitan New
York Synod, our synod, is the regional expression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and educational services to the over 200 congregations across
Long Island, New York City, and in seven
upstate counties. The Rev. Paul Egensteiner
is the Bishop.

Council Members 2022
Council Officers
President
Co-Vice Presidents
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Council Secretary

Members
Kathy Spatz
Julian Baker & Barbara Brown
Vacant
John Meyer
Pam Dye

Patty Derkatch

Vicky Jackson
Martha Meyer
Greg Pietrzak
Eric Symons

A Stewardship Moment
“The essence of life is to care. The beauty of life is to give”.

2022 Events Calendar
May
4
Book Club, 7 pm
June
11
Paint Nite
Treasurer and Bookeeper needed—
please contact Kathy Spatz if you are interested or know of someone who would
be interested.

Worship Volunteers Needed

Volunteers are needed weekly for one
Lector and one Usher for every Sunday
service.
Please consider helping us with in-person
worship by volunteering. Contact the office or use the sign-up sheet in the back
of the sanctuary.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers and
Chairperson to assist in monitoring the
maintenance of the church building and
the grounds.
Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is
needed to educate members on being
good stewards for the church.
Worship, Music and Arts committee
volunteers & chairperson – work with
Pastor and other members to help shape
Bethlehem’s worship experience.

Welcome Stuart Waters!

Bethlehem Lutheran Church welcomes
Stuart Waters as keyboardist. Stuart
comes to us with over 35 years of experience performing in orchestras and for
various solo artists and bands. His musical skills include transposing on sight,
has perfect pitch (not easy to have), and
is an excellent singer. He is currently a
music teacher for the Town of Hempstead and is a musician for L&S Music.
Bethlehem is delighted to have Stuart;
next time you’re at worship service stop
by to say hi to Stuart!

BLANKET SUNDAY IS COMING

May 8th is Mother’s Day and at Bethlehem we
will have a chance to honor our Mothers,
Grandmothers and/or someone who has been
like a Mother in your life.
Your donation to the Church World Service
Blankets Program not only gives people around
the world supplies to keep them safe and
healthy but also hope, warmth, and a reminder
that they are loved.
A donation of $10 purchases a blanket. Blankets can be given in honor of someone or in
their memory.
Please use the form below (please print) and
make checks payable to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church. Deadline for returning the order is
May 4th. Please call the office at 516-223-3400
or email your order to bethluth@hotmail.com
to meet the deadline.
“And don’t forget to do good and share with those in
need” Hebrews 13:16
Blanket given in loving memory of
_________________________________
Given by _________________________
Blanket given in loving memory
of_______________________________
Given by _________________________
Blanket given in honor of
_________________________________
Given by__________________________
Blanket given in honor of
_________________________________
Given by _________________________

Easter Basket Food Donation for the
New Life Center
In late March Pastor Smith loaded his car
with 240 pounds of food for the first round
of food donations for The New Life Center. A subsequent donation followed on
Palm Sunday when Kathy and Ray Spatz
delivered the remaining food and 100 gift
bags assembled by the Sunday School
and Confirmation class and volunteers.
Many thanks again for the generosity to
those who donated.

Update Member Information
We’d like to have current information on all of
our members. Please take a few moments to
complete the information below and return it
via email to bethluth@hotmail.com, return in
the offering plate at services or by mail-Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Avenue,
Baldwin, NY. 11510
Thank you.
*******************************
Full Name ___________________________
Address _____________________________
____________________________________
Home Phone: ____________________
Cell phone: ______________________
Email:__________________________
Birthday:_________________________
Anniversary: _____________________
What’s Your Favorite Hymn?:________________

EASTER EGG HUNT
EASTER BAGS FOR NEW LIFE
CENTER

Our Sunday School and Confirmation
children assembled 100 gift bags for the
children at the New Life Center in
Uniondale. Our children also made
cards to be placed with the gift bags.
Kathy and Ray Spatz delivered the gift
bags along with food donated by Bethlehem's members. Thank you all who volunteered to assist the children!

April Council Meeting
The following items were discussed at
the April Council Meeting:
- Finance Committee noted BLC is
down $22K.
- We are in search of a Treasurer
(has to be a Council member) and
a bookkeeper. Please contact
Kathy if you are interested or
know of anyone interested in either of these positions.
- We discussed the parameters for
Artistry holding a summer program at BLC.

The annual Easter egg hunt took place
on after Palm Sunday service. Thanks
to all the kids who came out, young and
old, and congratulations to Alex for
finding the Alleluia egg!

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS
Mark your calendars:
Paint Nite, June11th-More details to
come

Bethlehem Book Club

The Book Club will meet on
Wednesday, May 4 at Barbara
Brown’s house. We will be reading The
Day the World Came to Town by Jim
Defed.
If you are interested in joining us,
please contact Barbara Brown for
more details.

Tai Chi and Yoga Classes

Tai Chi & Qigong
Wednesdays-7-8 pm (in-person and online)
Saturdays-9-10 am (in-person only)
Gentle Tai Chi (online)
Thursdays-11 am-12 noon
Instructor-Pam Dye
Yoga
Saturdays-10:30 am
Instructor-Sita Ramsundar

Please note: Mask wearing is recommended but optional to the individual. Contact the office at 516223-3400 for additional information.

Online Bible Study with
Pastor James Smith
Virtual Bible Study-Wednesdays at
12 noon and 7:30 pm. Join us as we continue to explore the gospel of Mathew.
Please check the website for Zoom
details.

Please consider a flower or Eternal Light Candle donation.
ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE
Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)_____________
In Memory of:________________
In Honor of:__________________
From:_______________________
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALTAR FLOWERS
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________
In Memory of:________________________
In Honor of:__________________________
From:________________________________

Floral Arrangement: $25 Rosebud: $3.50
Please place in the offering plate or mail the form
and your check, payable to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510. Thank
you.

MAY BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Jill Erny
Ashley Streithorst
Natalie Peragine
John Popovic
Cole Giusto

Vanessa Fyfe
Julian Baker
Gloria Holke
Marlon Talbott
Maya Seemungal
Alex Seemungal
Pastor Smith

5/17
5/20
5/24
5/23
5/22/08**
5/23/12**
5/31

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

5/8/02
5/10/05**
5/1
5/18/11**

Kerrin & Arnold Gercken 5/6
Diane & Chris Ialenti
5/18
Pamela & Doug Dye
5/21

REMINDER ABOUT WEEKLY
SERMONS
In addition to holding in-person service, Pastor Smith will continue to deliver Sunday service through his Facebook page using Facebook Live for those who wish to continue to worship virtually. Click here to access Pastor’s
Facebook Page or you can obtain the link from our website on the Home page.
Missed the service? Go to the website or Pastor’s Facebook page and the archive is available for replay.

Donations to BLC
Thank you to all who continue to make donations and remember their church home during this time of
crisis. Online donations can be made through our website-http:www.blcbaldwin.com; click on the blue
Donate button and you will be directed through PayPal. You can also go through Vanco by downloading their app from the App Store or Google Play onto your mobile device. Click here to get the link or go
to: https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app. You can also mail your check payable to
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!
In addition to our website and Facebook Page we are also on Instagram! For Instagram photos go
to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran Church” with our
address but it contains photos of various groups who “checked-In” from our Facebook page.
Please “Like” and follow us on Facebook and Instagram and visit our website-www.blcbaldwin.com for updates on BLC news! The Builder is also online on the Home page of our website
under the section “Bethlehem Builder”.
!

!

Services are now in-person and streamed on Facebook Live through Pastor
Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more information
visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com

