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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
This past week our Gospel from Mark really gives us a chance to pause and look back and ask ourselves “How
would Jesus react to the things that we say to each other each and every day?” St. Mark writes “So the Pharisees
and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with
defiled hands?’ He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, “These people
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as
doctrines.” You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’ Then he called the crowd again
and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.’ ‘It is what comes out of a person that defiles. For it is from
within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness,
deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’”
In this text Jesus was trying to point out what is clean and what is unclean and it meant more than just eating; it
had to do with how you honored God in your daily living. The Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible defines unclean
as to be “defiled, foul, unfit. To be unclean refers to foods that are unfit, to defilement of a moral or religious
character, and to spiritual impurity.” Jesus was calling out the Pharisees and Scribes because they were not really
focused on the Word of God, instead they were more focused on the human condition. They were so wrapped up
in the human traditions of the past that they forgot what God had originally commanded which was stated in the
10 commandments. They were focused on human made rules and they had a lot of lofty words that they were
using in the public places but what was in their hearts did not match the words coming out of their mouths.
The definition from the Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible for the word clean is “pure, clear and uncontaminated,
cleansing from sin is possible through the blood of Jesus Christ for all who confess their sins.” Jesus tells the
crowds that all of those evil things that we think and say come from our hearts. It is because our hearts are not
filled with Jesus, they are not filled with the words from God. We have let this world transform us not into God’s
creation, but into human creation. We have forgotten and left out our Creator and decided to go our own way. We
have let the traditions of this world mold who we are and forgot the 10 Laws that God gave to Moses all those
years ago.
This month as we return from multiple destinations let us return to heart of worship. Let us return to God our
Creator, Jesus the Redeemer and the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier. Let us fill our hearts with them instead of the
divisions of this world, because if we fill ourselves up with the love, care, and concern of God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit then only good things can come out of our mouths, things that will not defile but instead will enliven the
passion and acceptance that this world so desperately needs. Let us be cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ as we
confess our sins and admit to being unclean so our hearts can match the words that come out of our mouths. So,
as we are all welcomed back from our time away, and remembering our Gospel and before we speak, ask yourself,
“How would Jesus react to what we say to each other each and every day?”
Yours in Christ,
Reverend James D. Smith

2021 Monthly Mission Envelope Distribution
Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church
Offering Envelope to which mission you wish to donate – either write
“mission” or the name of the mission. Return our envelope in the offering
plate or mail it to the church. You can also donate online through the
website by clicking on the DONATE button in the top of your screen
September-Lutheran Counseling Center
LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, hope, and wholeness by promoting faith-based
individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing programs for various needs and
expertise in counseling disaster victims.
October-Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets
Jesus commands us to feed the hungry. Much of the year we accomplish this through various
charities but at Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food directly to families we know are in need of
support.
November-Christmas Angel Tree Shopping
Jesus commands us to care for the poor. The youth of the congregation, adult drivers, and our pastor
shop at the beginning of December for families in need. The money collected funds their shopping.
December-ELCA
The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is the regional expression of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource pooling, and educational services to
the over 200 congregations across Long Island, New York City, and in seven upstate counties. The
Rev. Paul Egensteiner is the Bishop.
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Stewardship Message

A Message from Hollywood
If you haven’t got any charity in your heart,
you have the worst kind of heart trouble.
Bob Hope

2021 Events Calendar
AA Groups are once again meeting in Seidel
Hall:
Saturday & Sunday mornings, Monday & Thursday
evenings.
Sunday Worship is being held in air-conditioned Seidel Hall.

September
Sun., Sept. 12

Wed., Sept. 15
Sat., Sept. 25
November
Sun., Nov. 21
Now
-

Rally Day
1st day of Sunday School
Blessing of the Backpacks
BBQ following Worship
Book Club-7 pm
Grand Baldwin Festival
BLC will be participating
Congregation Meeting

Worship Volunteers Needed

that we are worshipping in-person volunteers are needed weekly for:
One Lector
One Usher
Temperature Check/Log Person Please consider helping us with a smooth
transition back to in-person worship by volunteering. Contact the office or
use the sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary or in Seidel Hall.

Committee Volunteers Needed

Buildings and Grounds volunteers needed to assist in monitoring the grounds
and maintenance of the church building.
Stewardship Committee/Chairperson is needed to help BLC move forward
with recruiting new members.

JOB OPENING
Bethlehem is looking for a part-time Sexton. Responsibilities include all custodial duties,
sanitizing and disinfecting the Education wing, Fellowship hall and sanctuary as needed.
This is a perfect job for a recent retiree or anyone looking for additional income.
Please contact the church office at 516-223-3400 or by email bethluth@hotmail.com if
you know of anyone interested in applying for the position.

Rally Day
Sunday, September 12

Bethlehem is the place to be on Rally
Day!

➢ The 2021-2022 Sunday School year
begins at 9 a.m.
➢ All students are invited to bring
their backpacks on Sunday morning.
Blessing
of the Backpacks will take place during
the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
➢ A BBQ will be hosted on the lawn at
Sprague Avenue and Grand Avenue
following the 10:30 worship service
where tables and chairs will be set up.
Pastor Smith will BBQ hot dogs and
hamburgers, and wrapped snacks and
beverages will be available.

Join us as we kick off this year’s
Sunday School year!

Confirmation & First Communion
Fall Classes

Our youth ages 6 to 10 years are being
invited to attend First Communion classes.
Confirmation Classes
Students ages 11 to 14 years are invited
to begin Confirmation Classes.
Please contact Pastor Smith at the church
office-516-223-3400 should you have
questions about either First Communion
or Confirmation.

Members Who Have Recently Passed
Bernie Symons
August 10, 2021
There are moments in life when you wish you
could bring someone down from heaven.
Spend a day with them just one more time,
give them one more hug, kiss them goodbye,
or hear their voice once again.
Dina Kogan
August 18, 2021
“He will cover you with his feathers, and
under his wings you will find refuge, his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.”
Psalm 91:4

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Sunday, Sept. 12, is Rally Day at
Bethlehem, the day we all come together
for the start of a new season in church.
The day also has been designated as a
day for congregations to come together for
“God’s work. Our hands.”
Sunday, a dedicated day of service. As
church, we are guided by our life in
Christ to share the love of Jesus and serve
our neighbors. This year we hope
to prepare Personal Hygiene Kits for
distribution by the New Life Center (LSS).
Items will be collected during the month
and kits assembled on Sept. 26th.
The list of needed items appears in this
copy of the Builder and will be on our
website as well.
For more information please contact
Martha Meyer or Elaine Kriz

2021 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
It is time to start thinking about the
November Congregation Meeting. The
Nominating Committee will be contacting
members, asking if they would consider
being listed on the upcoming ballot. A
member of the Nominating Committee
may be giving you a call.
Nominating Committee: Elaine Kriz, John
Maraz, Linda Pietrzak
Second Grand Baldwin Festival
The 2nd Grand Baldwin Festival will
be held on Sat., Sept. 25, from 12
noon to 4:30 p.m. along Prospect
Street and in the parking lot behind
the Baldwin Public Library. Council
has approved Bethlehem’s
participation and an application has
been submitted. Volunteers are
needed to plan Bethlehem’s
participation, as well as people to
volunteer to help setup on Saturday
morning, sit at the booth, and speak
with those stopping at our table, and
help cleanup at the end.
Please call the Church Office for
further information – 516 223-3400.
Bethlehem Book Club

The Book Club will be discussing The
Summer Seekers by Sarah Morgan on
Wednesday, September 15 at 7 pm. If
you are interested in joining us, please give
Barbara Brown a call for more details.

Donations to New Life Center
Bethlehem’s members, friends, and neighbors
outdid themselves in August and on Sunday,
August 15 – 785 lbs. of pantry items and 25
bags of school supplies were donated to the
New Life Center in Uniondale. What an
amazing outreach! The staff at the New Life
Center were overwhelmed once again with the
donations from Bethlehem. Thank you, Pastor
Smith and Elaine Kriz, who take our donations
to Uniondale.
ONCE AGAIN --- THANK YOU All!

August Council Meeting Summary
At the August council meeting the following
issues were discussed:
- Confirmation date will be determined
and communicated to students’
families.
- Rally Day and outdoor BBQ is set for
Sunday, September 12. There will be a
craft and Blessing of the Backpacks
during worship.
- We had a Mutual Invitation discussion
of “what does ‘better communication at
Bethlehem’ mean to you?”
- Sexton job is still open.

Personal Care Kits
We are putting together Personal Care Kits to
be donated to the New Life Center. You do
not have to donate all the items for each care
kit. These items can be brought to church
and placed in the marked basket. Some of
these kits will be distributed to the
homeless clients of New Life Center.
• Travel size items are suggested as they
do not take up a lot of space and are
easier to handle.
• Try not to include anything made with
alcohol, as this may be a problem for
some recipients.
• Purchasing multipack items is helpful
in distributing similar items in each kit.
• Please give NEW items only.
Item List
Bath-size bars of soap
Wet Wipes
Nail Clipper
Lip Balm
Shampoo
Hand sanitizer
Band-Aids
Baby Wipes
Combs
Feminine Items
Hair ties
Disposable razor
Toothbrushes
Shave Cream
Toothpaste
Body/Hand lotion
Mouthwash (alcohol free) Antibiotic cream
Cotton tip applicators

Online Bible Study with Pastor James
Smith
Bible study will resume in October.
Please check the website for details.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
Gloria Lebby
Greg Pietrzak
Whitney Talbott
Marietta Tartamella
Kim Brawley-Sptizer
Katelyn English
Shirley Byer
Kerrin Gercken
Michael Szenczewski
Janet Gabler
Matthew Derkatch
Christian Peragine
Barbara Brown
Pamela Dye
Cynthia Gordon
Daniel John Degen
Jaxon Tarry

9/1
9/2
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/10
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/19
9/19
9/22
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30/15**

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
None

ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE
Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)_______________________
In Memory of:__________________________
In Honor of:____________________________
From:_________________________________
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALTAR FLOWERS
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________
In Memory of:__________________________
In Honor of:____________________________
From:_________________________________
Floral Arrangement: $25

Rosebud: $3.50

Please place in the offering plate or mail the form and your check, payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave.,
Baldwin, NY 11510. Thank you.

Donations to BLC
Thank you to all who continue to make donations and remember their church home
during this time of crisis. Online donations can be made through our websitehttp:www.blcbaldwin.com, click on the blue Donate button and you will be directed
through PayPal or through Vanco by downloading their app from the App Store or Google
Play onto your mobile device. Click here to get the link or go to:
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-app). You can also mail your check
payable to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave., Baldwin, NY 11510
REMINDER ABOUT WEEKLY SERMONS
In addition to holding in-person service, Pastor Smith will continue to deliver Sunday
service through his Facebook page using Facebook Live for those who wish to continue
to worship virtually. Click here to access Pastor’s Facebook Page or you can obtain the
link from our website on the Home page.
Missed the sermon? Go to the website or Pastor’s Facebook page and the archive is
available for listening.

STAY CONNECTED WITH US!

In addition to our website and Facebook Page we are also on Instagram! For Instagram
photos go to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an Instagram page named “Bethlehem Lutheran
Church” with our address but it contains photos of various groups who “checked-In” from our
Facebook page.
Please Like and follow us on Facebook and Instagram and visit our websitewww.blcbaldwin.com for updates on BLC news! The Builder is also online on the Home page
of our website under the section “Bethlehem Builder”!

Services are now in person and streamed on Facebook Live through Pastor
Smith’s Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. For more information
visit our website at www.blcbaldwin.com

