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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
This past week we heard from the Gospel writer Matthew. From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 
In this text Jesus is doing something very hard as he is preparing his disciples for when the time comes that he 
will be betrayed and ultimately, die for all of our sins. Jesus came to this world with a mission and that was to 
preach, teach, and heal the people of God and then give his life for each one of us. As you can imagine this was 
not an easy task but one that Jesus came to fulfill so that we could receive eternal glory. Jesus was focused on 
the divine mission from God as Jesus came to save sinners. Peter then speaks up like he normally does and had 
the audacity to begin to rebuke Jesus. He didn’t want to hear that his teacher and friend would soon suffer and 
die and he didn’t even know why. Jesus quickly told Peter to get behind him because he was focusing on 
human things and not divine things. 
 
We live in a very difficult world right now. We have been quarantined, we have been away from loved ones, we 
have been away from the world that we once knew and often times took for granted. We have had a lot of 
stumbling blocks placed in our path and with all of the uncertainty in this world we have tripped and fallen and 
have not had the usual people there to help pick us up. We have been caught up and focused on the human 
things in our lives. We get caught in the trap of media and how it depicts the world as a difficult and hard place 
to live in. We have seen countless people lose their lives not only because of this virus but also because of the 
violence and social unrest and people being killed in the streets and even in their own homes. The loss of these 
lives is horrible and not what we have been created for. We need to take the time to pause, stop talking, and 
listen to what God is saying. When we focus on the divine things we no longer have the stumbling blocks in 
front of us and then we realize that we are all created in the image of God. We are all created with a divine 
nature inside of each and every one of us. We are all responsible to live out our lives in the way that God 
created us to be, and that is to love one another, to care for one another, to lift each other up in these difficult 
times. We all need to look at ourselves and look to change our focus from the human things to the divine 
things.  
 
When we focus on God and the divine things the good will come, care will come, love will come, lifting each 
other up will come and the change that this world needs will come.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Reverend James Smith 
 



2020 Monthly Mission Envelope Distribution 
 

Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering 
Envelope to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission or the name 
of the mission.  Return our envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church. 

You can also donate online through the website. 
 

 
September - Lutheran Counseling Center 

LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, 
hope, and wholeness by promoting faith-based 
individual and family psychotherapy. LCC also 
provides ongoing programs for various needs 
and expertise in counseling disaster victims. 
 

October - Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets 
Jesus commands us to feed the hungry. Much of 
the year we accomplish this through various 
charities. but at Thanksgiving we deliver baskets 
of food directly to families we know are in need. 
 
 

 
 
 

November - Angel Tree Shopping 
Jesus commands us to care for the poor. The 
youth of the congregation, adult drivers, and our 
pastor shop at the beginning of December 
families in need.  The money collected funds 
their shopping. 

 
 

December - ELCA 
The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is 
the regional expression of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. They endeavor to 
provide support, resource pooling, and 
educational services to the over 200 
congregations across Long Island, New York 
City, and in seven upstate counties. The Rev. 
Paul Egensteiner is the Bishop. 
 

 
 

Stewardship Moment 
An ancient saying… 
There is an ancient saying, “Giving is its own reward.” It’s really true. When you give, 
you also receive. In fact, what you receive is directly proportional to what you give.  
As you give more freely of yourself in your own unique ways, you will experience 
more feelings of peace than you ever thought possible. Everyone wins, especially you. 
 

Bethlehem’s Leaders
During this time when we are social distancing and not able to worship and visit together during 
birthday/anniversary coffee hours, please keep our leaders in your prayers as they continue to work 
through this difficult time and plan for when we will be able to worship together again in our sanctuary.   
 
If you are in need, please contact one of our leaders listed below: 
 

2020 Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council 
 

Officers      Members  
Dan D’Antonio President   John Meyer   Allison Nunez 
Vicky Jackson Vice President Valerie Robinson  Ashley Streithorst 
Linda Pietrzak Treasurer  Laura Szenczewski  
Kathy Spatz  Financial Secretary   
Marret Arfsten Council Secretary



 
 

COMMITTEE WORK AT BLC 
 

Worship, Music & Arts Committee 
 
If you have thoughts about Bethlehem’s 
worship service, music and arts, feel free 
to contact the chairperson or a member of 
the Committee: 
 
Vicky Jackson  Chairperson 
Barbara Brown 
Elaine Kriz 
John Meyer 
Martha Meyer 
Laura Szenczewski 
Pastor Smith 

 

 
 

Sunday Worship 
By Martha Meyer 

Weather permitting, members of Bethlehem 
have been worshiping outdoors on Wesley 
Street.  Members bring their own chairs 
however, chairs can be provided and, of 
course, everyone is asked to wear a mask. 
Members choose their own space on the 
sidewalk, keeping social distancing in mind. 
There is plenty of room in the shade as well as 
in the sun – whichever you prefer. 
 
Services also continue to be Livestreamed 
from Pastor Smith’s Facebook page on 
Sundays. 
 

Consider returning to in-person worship with 
members of your Bethlehem family. 

 
 

Reopening Committee 
 

The Reopening Committee has been 
meeting frequently and working very hard 

toward worship both indoors and 
outdoors. If you have thoughts and/or 
feelings about this, feel free to contact a 
member of this committee: 
 

Dan D’Antonio 
Barbara Brown 

Valerie Robinson 
Kathy Spatz 

Laura Szenczewski 
Pastor Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Keeping Member Families 
in Prayer 

 
- It is with sadness that we announce that 

Joe Fyfe has passed away. He was a 
former member of BLC and a Council 
President. 

- Elaine Kriz’ daughter, Lauren, passed 
away last week. 

- Pearl Brown lost her cousin, Rafaela 
Simpson, who used to attend worship 
with Pearl when she visited. 

- Please keep Dave Wirth, a former 
member and Council President, in your 
prayers. 



 
 

Rules for Returning to In Person 
Worship (Seidel Hall) 

Note: People over 65 or individuals with 
serious underlying health conditions such as 
high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, 
diabetes, obesity, asthma, and whose immune 
system is compromised should be cautious 
about returning to in person services. 
 
Arriving to Worship:  

• Masks and hand sanitizer stations are available 
for all in attendance. All persons must use 
hand sanitizer upon entering the building. 
Masks must be worn when entering and at all 
times inside building; masks must remain fully 
covering both nose and mouth, do not 
pull/shift your mask away from your face 
when speaking to others.  

• Your temperature will be taken by an usher 
when you arrive for Worship. If you feel ill, or 
if you have a temperature of 100 degrees or 
above you will be asked to leave the premises 
and encouraged to see medical attention.  

• A record will be kept of who attends worship 
with contact information to ensure Contact 
Tracing can be efficiently completed in the 
event you must be notified of potential 
exposure.  

• Enter Seidel Hall through the glass doors on 
Grand Ave.; after worship you will be 
instructed to exit through the doors onto 
Sprague Street, while still maintaining 
appropriate distancing from your fellow 
attendees. Exception will be made for those 
who need chair lift.  

 
During Worship:  

• Passing of the Peace and sharing greetings 
with each other must happen in a socially 
distant and respectful manner, i.e.: waving.  

• The floor is lined with tape around all chairs 
to indicate 6 feet of distance, worshippers are 
expected to adhere to these lines to respect our 
Siblings in Christ and maintain appropriate 
social distancing.  

• Paper bulletins will be used to reduce touching 
of shared surfaces.  

• Due to current regulations: No singing or 
verbal responses will be included in our 
service; worshippers are asked to participate in 
the Lord’s Prayer silently in their heart.  

 
Building Setup & Maintenance  

• Proper cleaning with appropriate disinfectant 
will be done between uses of the building.  

• Guidelines for maximum seating in 
NYS/Nassau County are currently set at 25% 
capacity, a maximum of 37 people in Seidel 
Hall. to worship from home. 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church: A 

Chalcedonian Church 
By Dan D’Antonio 

 
Early church history was once described to me 
as a history of Christian heresies, which is 
really not too far from the truth. In the August 
Builder, I mentioned the Councils of 
Constantinople and Jerusalem held during the 
year 536 (which is still the Worst Year Ever). 
 
Both these councils condemned the anti-
Chalcedonians which I assume has little 
meaning to most of us today. As it turns out 
the ELCA, as well as most Protestant churches 
along with the Roman Catholic, Anglican & 
Eastern Orthodox churches, are 

Chalcedonian Churches. All these churches 
believe that Christ is both true God and truly 
human. An earlier heresy, Arianism denied 
Christ’s divinity. In other words, Christ was 
only human. Around 448 a monk from 
Euthyches began teaching that Christ was 
only divine. The Council of Chalcedon 
declared for the dual nature of Christ in the 
year 451, but as late as 536 there were still 
anti-Chalcedonian activity. It was at the two 
councils mentioned above that the settled the 
matter for the final time. 
 
So, when the sun finally started to shine on 
the northern hemisphere in 537 the dual 
nature of Christ had been affirmed, which 
may have made very little difference to a great 



majority of the population who were starving 
at the time due to the great famine.  
 

As for us today, at Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church we state our Chalcedonian roots 
every time we recite the Nicene Creed, “… 
God from God…” and “… he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made 
man,” while at the same time recognize and 
we must fight hunger that still inflicts our 
world.  

 
New Life Center: Lutheran Social 

Services 
By Martha Meyer 

 
John & Martha Meyer made a trip to LSS 
in Uniondale to drop off 40 lbs. of pantry 
items, over 100 baby hats, and several 
additional baby clothes and notions. 

 
 

 
ELCA ON Virtual Worship and Holy Communion 

We live in anxious times. COVID-19 makes these times even more anxious. In a time of crisis, it is 
our natural instinct to gather together, but this pandemic demands that we distance ourselves from 
one another for a time. This has led to major disruptions to all aspects of our lives, including corporate 
worship. There is discussion and experimentation with the celebration and distribution of Holy 
Communion. 

This disruption may actually be of benefit to us. The world has hit the pause button and now we 
have time to reflect more deeply on the evangelical understanding of the Word that was 
recovered during the Reformation. Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate. The proclamation of 
God’s message to us as both law and gospel is the Word of God. The canonical Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments are the written Word of God. The question should be turned around from, “How 
do we receive Holy Communion?” to “How does the Word of God come to us and how do we receive 
the Word of God?” God comes to us in all these ways and is really present. Holy Communion is not 
the only way that the Word of God is communicated—it’s not even the preeminent way that 
the Word of God is communicated. 

This disruption also gives us the time and space to examine our understanding of and practices 
around Holy Communion. Some will remember times when communion was celebrated once a 
month. Now we have done such a good job of encouraging our people to receive the sacrament more 
frequently that many, if not most, of our congregations have weekly communion! Of course, the 
pandemic-forced physical distancing has interrupted this practice. But it hasn’t separated us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39). We don’t know how long this pandemic will last, but it 
won’t last forever. Fasting from Holy Communion for a time might be a good discipline. This 
absence makes God’s presence more profound. During this limited fast we might become 
more aware of God’s presence around us and in creation in ways that we have never noticed 
before. Even in times when a community cannot gather to share the sacrament, Jesus shows 
up, and we are still part of the body of Christ. 

“The Use of the Means of Grace” reminds us that Holy Communion takes place in the assembly 
(Principle 39). We recommend that we do not urge people to employ virtual communion, that 



deacons, pastors, and bishops use this time as a teaching moment about the Lutheran understanding 
of the Word of God, and that we make use of the Service of the Word and Morning Prayer, Evening 
Prayer, Night Prayer and Responsive Prayer. Let us spend time in scripture study, pray for each 
other, and contact others regularly by phone, email or social media. 

Above all, let us remember to be gentle with one another in this time. We’ve never been here before. 
We are all trying to do our best to be faithful and loving in this time of COVID-19. We trust that the 
presence of Christ goes before us and behind us, around us and within us. In the words of Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s message: “Respect the disease. Do not take unnecessary risks. 
Provide for the spiritual and physical needs of the neighbor. Make use of medical aid. Care for 
one another, especially the most vulnerable.”  

 

WHERE DOES THE ELCA STAND ON RACISM IN TODAY’S SOCIETY? 
By Dan D’Antonio 

The following is from the ELCA reprinted on the Metro New York Synod website: 

Daily Effects of White Privilege by Peggy McIntosh 

I decided to try to work on myself at least by identifying some of the daily effects of 
white privilege in my life. I have chosen those conditions that I think in my case attach 
somewhat more to skin-color privilege than to class, religion, ethnic status, or 
geographic location, though of course all these other factors are intricately intertwined. 
As far as I can tell, my African American coworkers, friends, and acquaintances with 
whom I come into daily or frequent contact in this particular time, place and time of 
work cannot count on most of these conditions.  

1. I can if I wish arrange to be in the company of people of my race most of the time.  

2. I can avoid spending time with people whom I was trained to mistrust and who have 
learned to mistrust my kind or me.  

3. If I should need to move, I can be pretty sure of renting or purchasing housing in an 
area which I can afford and in which I would want to live.  

4. I can be pretty sure that my neighbors in such a location will be neutral or pleasant 
to me. 

5. I can go shopping alone most of the time, pretty well assured that I will not be 
followed or harassed.  

6. I can turn on the television or open to the front page of the paper and see people of 
my race widely represented.  



7. When I am told about our national heritage or about "civilization," I am shown that 
people of my color made it what it is.  

8. I can be sure that my children will be given curricular materials that testify to the 
existence of their race.  

9. If I want to, I can be pretty sure of finding a publisher for this piece on white 
privilege. 
10. I can be pretty sure of having my voice heard in a group in which I am the only 
member of my race.  

11. I can be casual about whether or not to listen to another person's voice in a group 
in which s/he is the only member of his/her race.  

12. I can go into a music shop and count on finding the music of my race represented, 
into a supermarket and find the staple foods which fit with my cultural traditions, into a 
hairdresser's shop and find someone who can cut my hair.  

13. Whether I use checks, credit cards or cash, I can count on my skin color not to 
work against the appearance of financial reliability.  

14. I can arrange to protect my children most of the time from people who might not 
like them.  

15. I do not have to educate my children to be aware of systemic racism for their own 
daily physical protection.  

16. I can be pretty sure that my children's teachers and employers will tolerate them if 
they fit school and workplace norms; my chief worries about them do not concern 
others' attitudes toward their race.  

17. I can talk with my mouth full and not have people put this down to my color.  

18. I can swear, or dress in second hand clothes, or not answer letters, without having 
people attribute these choices to the bad morals, the poverty or the illiteracy of my 
race.  

19. I can speak in public to a powerful male group without putting my race on trial.  

20. I can do well in a challenging situation without being called a credit to my race.  

21. I am never asked to speak for all the people of my racial group.  



22. I can remain oblivious of the language and customs of persons of color who 
constitute the world's majority without feeling in my culture any penalty for such 
oblivion.  

23. I can criticize our government and talk about how much I fear its policies and 
behavior without being seen as a cultural outsider.  

24. I can be pretty sure that if I ask to talk to the "person in charge", I will be facing a 
person of my race.  

25. If a traffic cop pulls me over or if the IRS audits my tax return, I can be sure I 
haven't been singled out because of my race.  

26. I can easily buy posters, post-cards, picture books, greeting cards, dolls, toys and 
children's magazines featuring people of my race.  

27. I can go home from most meetings of organizations I belong to feeling somewhat 
tied in, rather than isolated, out-of-place, outnumbered, unheard, held at a distance or 
feared.  

28. I can be pretty sure that an argument with a colleague of another race is more 
likely to jeopardize her/his chances for advancement than to jeopardize mine.  

29. I can be pretty sure that if I argue for the promotion of a person of another race, or 
a program centering on race, this is not likely to cost me heavily within my present 
setting, even if my colleagues disagree with me.  

30. If I declare there is a racial issue at hand, or there isn't a racial issue at hand, my 
race will lend me more credibility for either position than a person of color will have.  

31. I can choose to ignore developments in minority writing and minority activist 
programs, or disparage them, or learn from them, but in any case, I can find ways to be 
more or less protected from negative consequences of any of these choices.  

32. My culture gives me little fear about ignoring the perspectives and powers of 
people of other races.  

33. I am not made acutely aware that my shape, bearing or body odor will be taken as 
a reflection on my race.  

34. I can worry about racism without being seen as self-interested or self-seeking.  

35. I can take a job with an affirmative action employer without having my co-workers 
on the job suspect that I got it because of my race.  



36. If my day, week or year is going badly, I need not ask of each negative episode or 
situation whether it had racial overtones.  

37. I can be pretty sure of finding people who would be willing to talk with me and 
advise me about my next steps, professionally.  

38. I can think over many options, social, political, imaginative or professional, without 
asking whether a person of my race would be accepted or allowed to do what I want to 
do.  

39. I can be late to a meeting without having the lateness reflect on my race.  

40. I can choose public accommodation without fearing that people of my race cannot 
get in or will be mistreated in the places I have chosen.  

41. I can be sure that if I need legal or medical help, my race will not work against me.  

42. I can arrange my activities so that I will never have to experience feelings of 
rejection owing to my race.  

43. If I have low credibility as a leader I can be sure that my race is not the problem.  

44. I can easily find academic courses and institutions which give attention only to 
people of my race.  

45. I can expect figurative language and imagery in all of the arts to testify to 
experiences of my race.  

46. I can chose blemish cover or bandages in "flesh" color and have them more or less 
match my skin.  

47. I can travel alone or with my spouse without expecting embarrassment or hostility 
in those who deal with us.  

48. I have no difficulty finding neighborhoods where people approve of our household.  

49. My children are given texts and classes which implicitly support our kind of family 
unit and do not turn them against my choice of domestic partnership.  

50. I will feel welcomed and "normal" in the usual walks of public life, institutional and 
social.  

Peggy McIntosh is associate director of the Wellesley Collage Center for Research on Women. This essay is excerpted from Working Paper 189. 
"White Privilege and Male Privilege: A Personal Account of Coming To See Correspondences through Work in Women's Studies" (1988), by Peggy 
McIntosh; available for $4.00 from the Wellesley College Center for Research on Women, Wellesley MA 02181 The working paper contains a 
longer list of privileges. This excerpted essay is reprinted from the Winter 1990 issue of Independent Schoo 



 
 

Update Re: Our Famous Member: 
Jasmin Moghbeli 

 
As you may recall Jasmin was accepted into 
the NASA Astronaut Program in 2017. 
Subsequently, she got married and now she 
and her husband have announced that Jasmin 
is pregnant with twins! 

May the Lord bless them during this time! 
 

Keeping in Touch with Our Youth 
By Martha Meyer 

 
Some of our youth attending colleges be returning 
to campus while others may be learning virtually 
from home. 
Please send us addresses and email information 
for those who have returned to campus so we can 
keep in touch with them. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Online Bible Study 
 

Virtual Bible Study with Pastor Smith 
 

• Starting Wednesday, September 
16th . 

• Morning and Evening Sessions. 
• Additional information on times and 

links will be on our website- 
www.blcbaldwin.com. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERESARIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Birthdays 
 

Gloria Lebby    9/1 
Greg Pietrzak    9/2 
Whitney Talbott    9/6 
Marietta Tartamella   9/7 
Kim Brawley-Spitzer   9/8 
Katelyn English   9/8 
Shirley Byer-    9/10 
Janet Gabler    9/16 
Kerrin Gercken   9/15 
Michael Szenczewski   9/15 
Matthew Derkatch 9/19 
Christian Peragine 9/19 
Barbara Brown 9/22 
Bernie Symons  9/27 
Pamela Dye       9/27 
Cynthia Gordon 9/28 
Daniel John Degen 9/29 

         Jaxon Tarry          9/30/15** 
 

**Denotes child 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
None 

 



  



Donations 
Thank you to all who continue to make donations 
and remember their church home during this 
time of crisis. Online donations can be made 
through our website-http:www.blcbaldwin.com, 
click on the blue Donate and you will be directed 
through PayPal or though Vanco by downloading 
their app from the App Store or Google Play onto 
your mobile device. Click here to get the link or 
go to  
https://www.vancopayments.com/egiving/church-
app). You can also mail your check payable to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1375 Grand Ave., 
Baldwin, NY 11510. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER ABOUT WEEKLY 
SERMONS 
By Pam Dye 

Pastor Smith will continue to deliver weekly 
sermons through his Facebook page using  
Facebook Live. Click here to access Pastor’s 
Facebook Page or you can obtain the link from 
our website on the Home page.  
 
Missed the sermon? Go to the website or 
Pastor’s Facebook page and the archive is 
available for listening. 
 

 

BLC BUILDER IN THE FUTURE 
Because of the current situation with COVID-
19 and the building being closed, going 
forward we will continue our mission to 
reach out to the world by emailing the 
Builder and posting it on the website. If you 
wish to continue to receive the newsletter 
please send us your email address: 
bethluth@hotmail.com . 
 

 
STAY CONNECTED WITH US! 

 
In addition to our website and Facebook Page we are also on Instagram! For 

Instagram photos go to blcbaldwin. Note: there is an Instagram page named 
“Bethlehem Lutheran Church” with our address  but it contains photos of various 

groups who “checked-In” from our Facebook page. 
Please Like and follow us on Facebook and Instagram and visit our website-

www.blcbaldwin.com  for updates on BLC news! The Builder is also online on the 
Home page of our website under the section “Bethlehem Builder”! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ELCA Online Resources 

 

   
Returning to  
in-person worship 
 
 
As ELCA congregations face difficult 
decisions regarding 
when and how they will be  
able to gather again for worship, 
this resource offers general 
guidance and considerations.  
 
 
 
 
 
ENGLISH | SPANISH 

NEW! ELCA World Hunger 
VBS — at home! 
 
 
Bring your community together 
safely this summer for VBS! 
Explore easy adaptations of 
games, crafts and stories to learn 
about the Lord’s Prayer at home. 
Join the ELCA World Hunger 
VBS Facebook group to learn, 
to share and to create program 
modifications with others 
around the country.  
 
JOIN GROUP | DOWNLOAD 

“Seasons of Creation 2020” 
 
 
 
Bishop Eaton has joined heads of 
churches from the United States 
and Canada to author “Seasons of 
Creation 2020,” an ecumenical 
series of weekly devotions for 
Sept. 1 through Oct. 4, the first date 
of which is World Day of Prayer 
for the Care of Creation. 
 
 
 
SINGLE-PAGE | BOOKLET 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services are now Livestreamed through Pastor Smith’s 
Facebook Page at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday. 

In house worship will resume in the near future. Details 
on what is needed for in house worship are in the 

newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


