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Greetings and Salutations in the name of our Lord and Savior, the Risen Jesus Christ.
This past week we heard a very familiar text and something that is very common and familiar for our churches
today. In the Gospel of John we heard “When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Each year at Easter we come to celebrate that Jesus has conquered death and that he has risen indeed. People come
and fill the church to hear that Good News. We recount the story of how Jesus was betrayed, he was crucified, he
died, and then on the third day he rose again. However, much like the disciples it seems that after we hear that
Good News then we lock ourselves away because of fear. The Sunday after Easter the pews that were filled the
week before are empty much like the tomb was, and it seems as if people are scared to come back to worship. Fear
is crippling and it causes us to hide from our family, friends, loved ones and even our churches. We do not go out
and talk about the Good News that Jesus is alive and well and continue to work in our lives. We go about our days
as if nothing special has happened and do not glorify Jesus for what he has done, which is to forgive our sins and
bring us to everlasting life. We hide because of our fear of others and we stay there because being alone and locked
away seems to bring comfort.
However, even as we hide and lock ourselves away Jesus is always there and shows up. Locked doors can’t stop
Jesus, Fear can’t stop Jesus, and even Death can’t stop Jesus. Jesus is there to breathe on us the Holy Spirit to give
us the ability to fight that fear, to fight that anxiety, to give us the ability to go out and tell everyone that we don’t
just celebrate Easter one Sunday a year, we celebrate it every Sunday of the year. We should celebrate as an Easter
people every single day. We should give honor and glory to the one who has laid down his life for us. So as you
read this know that Jesus is coming. Jesus is coming to where you are and wherever it is in your life and he is
coming to be with you. He is coming to help you conquer that fear, he is coming to stand with you through all
things that happen in your life and he we will be there to give you that peace that surpasses all understanding.
Jesus conquered death so that we can live. So be overjoyed like the disciples when the saw him and receive the
Holy Spirit because Jesus has Risen, He has Risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Yours in Christ,
Reverend James Smith

2019 Monthly Mission Envelope Distribution
Please indicate on the 2nd or 3rd line ($_____) on your Weekly Church Offering
Envelope to which mission you wish to donate – either write “mission or the name of
the mission.
May - Pinecrest
Since 1927 Pinecrest has been gathering young adults of
the ELCA in a summer camp setting, providing them
with access to a strong faith community and an
opportunity to develop their strengths as leaders in the
church. This exciting and interactive camp has been a
life changing experience for generations of campers.
June - Camp Ma-He-Tu
Camp Ma-He-Tu first opened in 1937. Every summer
since then Ma-He-Tu has been giving young girls
incredible summer experiences. While Camp Ma-He-Tu
has seen changes over the years;
many traditions, even some from that first summer, are
still alive today. Ma-He-Tu activities include a
rope course, boating, arts & crafts, archery, chapel, &
tennis.
July - ELCA
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Metro
New York Synod, is the larger organization of which
Bethlehem is a member. The ELCA provides
organization and support to its member churches.
August - Shepherd Fund
The pastor receives requests for help and this fund
provides money for direct help not otherwise available
to persons with an immediate need.
September - Lutheran Counseling Center
LCC has six counseling sites that offer health, hope, and
wholeness by promoting faith-based individual and
family psychotherapy. LCC also provides ongoing

programs for various needs and expertise in counseling
disaster victims.
October - Thanksgiving/Christmas Baskets
Jesus commands us to feed the hungry. Much of the
year we accomplish this through various charities but at
Thanksgiving we deliver baskets of food directly to
families we know are in need of support.

November - Christmas Angel Shopping
Jesus commands us to care for the poor. The youth of
the congregation, adult drivers, and our pastor shop at
the beginning of December for families in need. The
money collected funds their shopping.
December - ELCA
The Metropolitan New York Synod, our synod, is the
regional expression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. They endeavor to provide support, resource
pooling, and educational services to the over 200
congregations across Long Island, New York City, and
in seven upstate counties. The Rev. Donald McCoid
serves as the interim Bishop.

Supply Request for Church Office
Postage stamps, mailing seals, and 20 lb. copy paper8 ½” x 11”
Thank you for your continued donations!

2019 Calendar
May
10
11
19
20
21

Set-up for Garage/Vendor Sale
Garage/Vendor Sale
Birth/Anniv. Coffee Hour
Finance Meeting
Council

Bethlehem Exercise Classes

June
2
9
9
18

Blessing Buddies
Graduation Recognition Sunday
Birth/Anniv. Coffee Hour
Council

Tai Chi & Qigong Class for
Relaxation and Stress Reduction
Wednesdays, 7 PM
Thursdays, 11 AM, (Gentle Qigong & Tai Chi)
Saturdays, 9:00 AM-all levels
Instructor: Pam Dye

July
7
Worship begins at 9:30 a.m.
15
Finance Committee
16
Council

Stewardship Moment
A Cheerful Giver

Yoga Class
Thursdays, 6:30 PM
Saturdays, 9:30 AM
Instructor: Sita Ramsundar
Come join us and bring a friend!

Some people say, “Give till it hurts.” But God
recommends that we give until it feels good.
God loves a cheerful giver.

Liturgical Assistant Schedule for May
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

John Meyer
Allison Nunez
Kathy Spatz
Marietta Tartamella

2019 Bethlehem Lutheran
Church Council
Officers
President - NOT filled currently Barbara Brown
Vice President - Vicki Jackson
Council Secretary - Marret Arfsten
Treasurer – Greg Pietrzak
Financial Secretary – Elaine Kriz

Members

Sean Brown
Theresa Brown
John Maraz
John Meyer
Allison Nunez
Celeste Pietrzak
Laura Szenczewski

BLC Financial Information
Funds Needed to Support the Ministries of
Bethlehem for 2019:
$212,440
Funds Needed Based on Giving Units:
Year:
$ 2,340
Month:
$
180
Week:
$
45

Help for Those in Need

If you know of anyone who might be in need
of a visit or a shut in who would like to
receive communion from Pastor, we would
be happy to hear from you. It’s important for
all our family members to know that they are
in our thoughts and prayers. Please call the
church office at 516-223-3400.

Easter Day
What a wonderful day! Jesus has risen!

BLC Lawn Care

Easter Breakfast was a great success. Many
members donated breakfast items which filled
several tables and filled the “tummies” of about
80 guests.
Our members were very generous in donating
candy and goodies to stuff the Easter Eggs.
Several members met in Seidel Hall to stuff the
eggs then members of the Confirmation Class
“hid” the eggs on the lawn around the church
early Easter morning. Our children had a good
time hunting for the eggs then opening them to
see what goodies they had found.
Thank you to all who helped make the day a
success!

It’s that time of year and
the lawn care has started at BLC. We’re
using Looks Wonderful Landscaping. Their
rates are quite reasonable. For just cutting
the church grounds and the parsonage they
charge $75.00 every two weeks. Spring and
Fall cleanups and weed maintenance are
additional charges.
If you would like to help offset the cost of
Bethlehem’s lawn care, please put your
donation in a marked envelope, “Lawn
Care,” and drop it in the offering plate or
mail it directly to the church office. Thank
you for your continued support.
A big thank you to Doug Dye for doing the
Spring clean up on the church and parsonage
grounds!

THANK YOU!!!
ELECTRONIC GIVING
By John Meyer, Finance Chairman
Weekly donations to the church are no longer
limited to placing our envelopes in the Sunday
collection plate. In fact, some Bethlehem members
have been making electronic donations directly
from checking or savings accounts for well over 10
years.
In this day and age of increased mobility and where
Sunday attendance becomes a challenge, having
the donation made automatically becomes a
welcome act for both you and the church.
The application for electronic giving is available
from both John Meyer and Elaine Kriz. We can
answer your questions and guide you through the
simple application. From personal knowledge, I
know that this form of giving is working very well.

A great big thank you to Marret, Sita,
Jack, and Barbara for helping distribute
fliers around the surrounding blocks
inviting the neighbors to join us for our
Easter Service.
And, also to Martha Meyer and Ashley
Streithorst for organizing the Easter
breakfast and Julian Baker and Kathy
Spatz for helping the Sunday School
children put on a Easter Pageant.

Congratulations!
By Barbara Brown

Congratulations to Dr. Judith Borga for
receiving a ten year service award from
Molloy College. What a wonderful
accomplishment!
and
Congratulations to Celeste Pietrzak for
being named LI Lutheran Middle & High
School’s February Student of the
Month! Celeste also participated in
LuHi’s mission trip to Puerto Rico to help
with rebuilding after Hurricane Maria.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Bethlehem Lutheran
Church’s Vendor/Granny’s
Attic Sale
1375 Grand Avenue, Baldwin
Saturday, May 11th
9:30 am to 4:00 pm, rain or shine
Vendors
Bethlehem Granny’s Attic
Bake Sale
50/50 Raffle
Contact the church office at
516-223-3400 for additional information.

BLESSING BUDDY EVENT
Sunday, June 2
By Elaine Kriz

The congregation is invited to join our
Sunday School in the collection of
layette items for Lutheran Social
Services. Items needed are listed below.
We will be collecting these items
throughout the month of May.
On June 2nd the children and their
Buddies will “package” the items and
create a small gift to pack as well. There
will be a collection box in the sanctuary
for your donations.
Here are some items you can donate:
Baby Food
Cereal
Bibs*
Burp cloths*
Pacifiers*
Bottles*
Diapers-newborn-6
months
Infant Towels
Washcloths
Wipes
Q-/tips
Cotton balls
Ointment
Changing Pads
Fleece Blankets

Infant Socks*
Soft shoes*
Onesies*
Sleepers*
Sacks*
Quilts
Diaper Bags*
Lotion*
Formula
Outfits-0-24 months
Cloth Books*
Crib Sheets
Cotton Hats (small)
Receiving Blankets

*items most needed at this time

Summary of April Council Minutes
By Marret Arfsten

Church Council met to discuss the affairs of the
church:
- We approved the cost of installation for
AC units in Seidel Hall and look forward
to a more comfortable gathering area for
worship and fellowship this summer!
- Discussed the importance of ensuring our
worship experience is a welcoming
experience for all, and brainstormed how
best to achieve this.
- The future of BLC, financially and in
leadership. Members are invited to a
position on our Church Council, or to host
a fundraiser for the congregation. If you're
interested please see any council member
the next time you are at worship.

ETERNAL LIGHT CANDLE
Donation: $5.00
To be lit on (Date)_______________________
In Memory of:__________________________
In Honor of:____________________________
From:_________________________________

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALTAR FLOWERS
To Be Placed on Altar (Date)_______________
In Memory of:__________________________
In Honor of:____________________________
From:_________________________________
Floral Arrangement: $25
Rosebud: $3.50
Please place in the offering plate or mail the form and
your check, made out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, to
the church office. Thank you.

Coloring Page

MAY 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
7 pm Tai Chi Class

2
6:30 pm Yoga Class
7 pm AA

3
6-9 pm Artistry
Performing Arts

4
8:30 am-5 pm Artistry
Performing Arts
9:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Yoga

8

9
6:30 pm Yoga Class
7 pm AA

10
6-9 pm Artistry
Performing Arts
Set up for vendor sale

11
Vendor Sale-9am-4pm
8:30 am-5 pm Artistry
Performing Arts
9:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Yoga

5
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Service

6
7 pm AA
6 pm Confirmation

7
7pm GNC Rehearsal

12
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
Service

13
7 pm AA
6 pm Confirmation

14
7pm GNC Rehearsal

15
7 pm Tai Chi Class

16
11:00 am Tai Chi Class
6:30 pm Yoga Class
7 pm AA

17
6-9 pm Artistry
Performing Arts

18
8:30 am-5 pm Artistry
Performing Arts
9:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Yoga

19

20
7 pm AA
6 pm Confirmation
Finance Meeting

21
7pm GNC Rehearsal
8 pm Council Meeting

22
7 pm Tai Chi Class
Builder Articles Due

23
11:00 am Tai Chi Class
6:30 pm Yoga Class
7 pm AA

24
6-9 pm Artistry
Performing Arts

25
8:30 am-5 pm Artistry
Performing Arts
9:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Yoga

27

28
7pm GNC Rehearsal

29
7 pm Tai Chi Class

30
11:00 am Tai Chi Class
6:30 pm Yoga Class
7 pm AA

31
6-9 pm Artistry
Performing Arts

10:30 am Worship
Service
Birthday-Anniversary
Coffee Hour

26
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:30 am Worship
Service

Memorial Day-Office
Closed
7 pm AA
6 pm No Confirmation

7:00 pm Tai Chi Class

The Rev Alan Schaffmeyer
304 West Parkway
Appleton, WI 54911

We Worship at 10:30 am Every Sunday
July and August we worship at 9:30 am
Sunday School at 9:00 am, September-June
Happy Birthday!

Baptismal Anniversaries
Gia Arato

MAY
Jill Erny------------- 5
John Popovic--------- 5/1
Vicki Johnson-------- 5/6
Ashley Streithorst--- 5/8/02**
Natalie Peragine------- 5/10/05**
Anthony Tartamella 5/15
David Johnson------- 5/16
Vanessa Fyfe--------- 5/17
Julian Baker---------- 5/20
Maya Seemungal----- 5/22/08**
Alex Seemungal------ 5/23/12**
Gloria Holke---------- 5/24
Marlon Talbott------- 5/23
Angela Johnson------ 5/30
Pastor Smith---------- 5/31

Happy Anniversary!
Kerrin & Arnold Gercken--------5/6
Diane & Chris Ialenti--------------5/18
Pamela & Doug Dye---------------5/21

April Attendance
2018
2019

256
369 (includes Holy week &
Easter services)

